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The Society 

Tunbridge Wells Wargames Society meets every Thursday evening and each first Sunday in the month at St. 
Thomas Church Hall in Vale Road, Southborough, near Tunbridge Wells. Access is from the London Road 
(A26) turning do\\'n Doric Avenue by the Weavers Restaurant and Q8 Garage, then the first right.

The Sunday meeting normally has a lot of traditional wargarning with model soldiers going on. The Thursday 
meeting usually has smaller games such as DBA, Hordes of the Things, skirmish games etc., though there are 
also traditional wargames as well. 
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STOP PRESS

Please Note the January Meeting 

will be postponed 

by one week to 

8th JANUARY 1995 
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Membership 

Your 1994 membership is running out. Renewal of Membership will start at the December meeting. 

A list of members \.\ill usually be delivered with the magazine if there are any changes. Phone numbers and 
addresses change, and I think it is easiest to give a copy to members when this happens. This way you can also 
keep up with new members. You must be a member to enjoy the benefits of the discounts offered by companies 
on the list. 

Sunday Catering 

At Sunday meetings tea and coffee making supplies will be available, and the kettle will be filled and heated 
up, however it is up to individuals to make their own tea or coffee, as at Thursday meetings. 

Magazine delivery 

Each new magazine will be available at the Sunday meeting after publication, and also to the Thursday 
meetings for about two weeks. After that, anyone who has not yet received a magazine will receive it by post. 
After a11, if you are a member and have been unable for various reasons to get to a meeting, you are still entitled 
to the mag. 

Dates for you.r diary 

6 Novemocr 1994 Committee Elections 

I 3 November 1994 Central London Games 
Convention (Chelsea Town Hall) 

4 December 1994 AGM, Painting Competition 

I January 1995 (subject to confirmation) 

5 'February 1995 
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26 February Cavalier TVV\:VS, Oub O:i,et:1 ,,;;ay 

Other events planned by the committee are: 

A Hordes of the Things l day tournament 

One day naval battle J utland. 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please 
contact the Editor. 



Advertisements 

Advertisements will normally run indefinitely, or until removal is requested. If you have an advert you would 
like putting in the "Rank and File" regularly, please drop me a line. 

Rules for Sale 

Naval Pre-Dreadnought rules for sale: "Perfidious Albion" 

Contact Jolm Hurst or Andrew Finch.£ 4.00. 

Also "Into the Laserzone" SF Ground Rules 4th Edition being prepared at present 

Contact Andrew Finch, Chris Avery, or Alan Butler.£ 4.00. 

Printing Senice 

If you have any need for any small printing jobs, such as quick play sheets or rules extracts to make your game 

go more easily, or have a need for more game counters, then contact Andrew Finch for a quote. 

Game damage and wreckage markers can also be produced if specifications are provided. 

These can be produced in B&W or colour, as required. 

Editorial 

This issue seems to be the WW2 Arnhem commemoration game Special issue, with plenty of material from all 
sides on the game we played at the Hall, on the 50th Anniversary. 

This game caused me to sit back and think somewhat. It was the first WW2 game I had played since the early 

l 970's, when I moved to Germany to work. At that time I found it difficult to enjoy a WW2 game after having
lived with people who had been "on the other side". Many will recall that around that time I sold all my WW2
stuff, some of which I saw back in action again in this Amhem game.

Time has moved on, and we are commemorating the 50th anniversary of events from a particularly tragic era 
of human history. There is much debate in the media about whether we should commemorate events from the 
War, with many clearly preferring us to forget the past. 

On that Sunday evening after I had got home from the game I sat watching the services from Holland, and 
shed a tear for the thinning ranks of the few survivors of the events who were themselves remembering friends 
long dead, and thought, "NO we should never forget what these men did to free Europe for us." Even if we just 
remember their acts as part of our hobby, then so be it. But while we play our game, we should remember that 
these men were doing it for real, and think of them as well. 

I be)i":w hat as a Society we should in future dedicate our Open Day towards supporting th� Ser.rice 
ber;,� '.y;c,:t funds. We should consider making a donation of the receipts to specific fimds, and/or ,mac-"' 

ser··rn•e, 1l1ecton on the day. We and 01.u· visitors wH be having a good day out, but we shoul<l 3.,X: sr· � a. 

t\c,t1t. ff'· t: ;-·" ,vho camwt be there. 

This suggestion should be put to the Club at the AGM to vote on. The AGM will take place at 14.00 on the 1st 
Sunday in December. Games will start at 15.00 at the latest. The election results will be made known and the 
new committee "enthroned". If there are any motions for debate at the Open Day these should be advised to the 

current Secretary before the meeting. 
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Messases from the eor.nmifiee

Committee Elections

Remeruber that the elections take place at the November meeting. The committee in its entirety is up for re-
electioq so if you wish to stand for arry of the jobo, they are these:

Chairmarl Secretary, Treasurer, Editor of Rank & File, Membership Secretary, nQ.urter&aster".

CIub Terrair aud Suppli*s - Pop Enterprises

The Club recently discussed whether or not to purchase some new buildings of the medieval half timbered g.pe,
pro&rcedby Pop Enterprises. The outcome of the &"bate uas that we *ould not & so as we have enough
buildings. However, we also agreed that we would make a club order of buildings from this firm, *'hich would
give us a discernt. They are very good quality houses, irns, etc., ma& of balsa which has been treated to make
it extremely stable. They seem difficult to damage anlawa].

If ;'ou are interested in making a pmrcbase, you should conhct Alan Butler, who has a sanrple and the list.

CIub Policy on Attendance et other shows

There has b€en a long &bate whedher club rnembers who are prtting on displal.s bI, TWWS at other sho$s
should get some form of financial support for work &ne to make the display, or travel tol&om tle venue.
There has been in tle past no clear policy on this, though the view was always not to support.

Tlre CommiUoe is also aware that our Society gets mildly criticised byother clubs who go to shows and prt on
Derno or participation games, for not &irg so. In 1993 a number of us supported the Fastbourne club, and u,e
repeated this in 1994. In 1995 sorne of us have plans to sumort both salute and sELwG with
Demolparticipation gam€s.

After a lrong discussion the Committee has ag eed that wB slull in firture give some financial urpport
attendance at o&er shows if ne are putting on demos etc. prwiding the Committee is approaehd in advance
and gives iE approval, The amounl of suport proli& will be determined b the Committee on a case by case
basis

CIub Supplies

The new post of Qrartermsster has been intro&rced to ensure that mplies of vital tra and coffee (and biscuits
if you behare) are ke$ in stock. Andrew Finch has kindty volunteered to administer this post, which ohiously
has some other firnctions as well, such as ot*aining c{ub tapes, dice etc.

If there is any sort of club equipnnent you feel we nd, then please let him lrrow and he will seek aproval
from the committee.

Clqb.Discou$ts

by Andrew Finch
I knot'that some of 1'*u *lave nrnrbled about receiving ca.talogues from companies offering products you might
not wart. Bear in mind that these companies have offered us a discount, so if 1'ou ask to be removed from their
Iists. please & so r+ith some tact.

On the *ilier h;ri--rd if l'ou nant to eniol'disccunts frorn other manyft(:flrers olfigures YOU D* ii/ANT. then

"t 
l",t$'i'*ii l:c thr::tl ;li a slto..v. ask if the; cto club diEccunts, anil if ilt., ::;1' YT:.S" ge{ thcir deu:ils- iti ,::e kno-*,,

',id I wiiJ r', i ite i.: iirrrn t'l:1,-:i*ll-r, f<rr TWW.q. ),rr:',-r' tr"aclErs offering Ci::u,i.l. ;l iil !-.r: arjr ertised in tJ* R lnk
, ri l'-'le.
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Militarv Yehicle Rallv" Whitbread Hon Farm. Beltrine. 23124 Julv 1994

by Tim Freeman

The rally this year marks my 7th I'isit and the l2th occasion that the Irvicta Military Vehicle Preservation
Society have been to the Hop Farm. It is billed as Europe's premier military lehicle display and I think it lives
up to this. For the WW2 wargamer it represents a unique opportunity to see some of the vehicles you use on the
wargames table. This year's display marked the 5fth anniversary of D-Day and dozens of Jeeps, 2Yzlan6x6,
weapons carriers were shorur along *ith British and Cornmonwealth-ma& Eledfords, Austins, Morris and
CMk. There was also a fine display of military ambulances. The highlights of the day were for me the tanks.
This year there were the following moving around tlle arena. Sherman with cast hull (either an M4A1 or
Canadian-made Gruzly Sherman 76mm gun variant; M7 Priest; 2 Cz*hOTl0 APCs. This is a C-zech ma&
variant of the SdK& 25llc. One OT10 was a standard version and looked really good repaintd in
sand/green/brown but the other OTl0 had been convertd to look exactly like an SdKft 251/1c and looked
really impressive. Both were crewed by re enactors dressed as Waffen-SS infantry. The same group also had a
I ton unarmoured Eactor and PaK 40 anti-tank gurl and RSO tracdor (bought from a farmer in Norway), a
Goliath demolition vehicle and trailer plus BMW motorcycles, Kettenrads, VW cars and Schwimmxagen, all
restored and painted-

There were te'o Russian tanks on shorv, a T34/85 andaWT6 plus a selection of surplus British Army vehicles
like FV432" tracked Rapier, Scorpion etc. The Hetzer was not at this yeat's show which was a shame as &is is
one of the best presen'ed vehicles IVe seen. [t seems a shame to me that those collectors wilh Allied vehicles do
not bother with looking the part like the "Germansn do. It really spoils the effect when somebod). has spent
literally thousands on restoring a Sherman or M16 Yz-Lrackwith quad .5 cal. MGs and then drives around ttre
arena with his fanily in the back. It can'tbe the shortage of appropriate uniforms as there is a massive
collectors'market on site. The market sells everything from ex-army socks to de-activated Vickers nrachine-
guns. The rally is held wery year, usually mid-July and is well worth a visit. I'm looking forward to 1995
already.

Rapid Fire!

W.W.II rules by Colin Rumford and Richard Marsh

Published by Stratagem Publications Ltd, 18 Lovers Lane, Newar"li, Noffs. at f9.95

Review by Alan Butler
Introduction: This volume offers in 78 soft beck A4 pages of very playable W.W.tr rules for 20mrn
Refreshingly, the rules are very simple, and the basic playsheet is jus 2 sides of A4. There are also points
values, classificatioos and ry?ical wargames unit organisations. There are 8 internal pages of mouth-watering
colour pictures of games in progress, showing the Grimsby Wargames Society figures and terrain. These are
similar to the pictures that har,'e appeared in Wargames Illustrated over reent years. Most of the rest of the
booh some 33 pages, is devoted to scenarios of the lesser known but fascinating battles of the 194042 perio{
and are clear and very well presented

The mles: The main body of &e rules are presented on just 2 sides of A4, with about 20 pages of erylanations
and examples. The rule mechanisms will be familiar to TWWS members, as they are basd on Bish Iwaszko's
concelxs, but elegantly distille4 which should enable the players to coilcentrate on tactics. The gun v annour
tables, for example, hale ken rduced to one 5x5 table *ith dice roll modifiers. The scales used mean that a
tplcal ln{anrry company consists ofjust 8 figures and possibly a transport yehicle, with an armoured compffry
consis{ing of 3 AFVs. An advantage of this scale is that you can 'dabbie' by collecting a few.Eg4res and
vehicles and stifi hal'e a good game, orpool several people's collections foi a larger']me rr, *y, briga& leve!

The rules are Eot complex, to encourage fast play, but there are some interesting ideas. Observation is a good
example, where infantry and support wel:lpons in cover are difficult to locate. Indkect IIE fire is handled in a
rather abstract rnanner, which does away with &e need for burst circles. Small arms fue does not dtfferentiate
different weapons in the fuing factor, hrt fus include a ftctor for the morale grade.

Summary: Highly recommended
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The Scen*rios: To give some of the flar.our of these scenarios, they briefly described below.

Hondeghem, 1940: British troops with tSpdrs and searchlights defend a village against Germans eqrli@
ry{th Pz I and 38ts ard infantry in lorries.

Gellabd, 1940: British and Indian infantry attack an Italian held fort in East Africa supportedby A13 and
Vickers MkIV tanks.

Corinth Cand Bridge, 1941: German Paratroopc fight for control of a b'ridge against Greek and British units
in Greece.

A$s*ult on Yaagso, 1941: British Commando raid on a German held Norwegian town, defenffi by garrison

troopq sailors and a labourbaualion

Charge at Cbeharevsky,l94T: Elite ltalian cavalry con&ont Smiet infantry.

Rrid or Barce, 1942: LRDG with 20 figures raid an airfield defended $ some 73 Italians.

L,erding rt Sefi, 1942: Amerisn seaborne assault on the town of Safi in North Africa which is held by Vichy
French, Foreign Legion and Moroccan Tirailleurs.

F*ll of Hong K*g, 19rt1: A mini-campaign in w'hich Canadiaq lildias and British troops, well sr4ported by
I-anchester armoured cars, a gunboat and 4.5" Howitzers, defe*d against a Japanese h&ntry Divisiotr.

The Gush 1930 - 1945 lVarqame Rples

by George Gtrsh

I sho{dd like to attemp to rep$ to Russell Hanson's ornrnefis on my rules in the Se$ember 1994 issue.

l) Russell asks why one slrouldhave to throw for &viatior on smokq giren that smoke shell is the same as HE
wbich &$nt require a deriation dice.

Firstly, &l'iation of FIE is representdby a fire area within which targas mfiy or may not get hit - taken care of
by dicing on tle Area Fire Table. This &esn't apply to smo&e, so withant deviation dice it would be more
mtratethanffi-
Secondly, wargames rules have to take account of the actual situation of wargames Sayers as well as the
hypothetical situation represented on the miniature battlefield If there was no &l-iation for smokg ure all know
that warganrers would minute$ adjust smoke rourds so that they blinH &e enemy tank here hrt stomed just
z&nm short ofthe view of their own side's obsert/er two inches away, and so on. Wouldthis increase realism ?

2) This point *out tbe actual players rather than the model simulation helps to answer two other points of
Russell's.

II€ asks wtry you can only correct indirect observed fire in ore direction per uror€ - a limitation which wouldnt
exisfi in reality. WeL I think that the players get ftr too good a view of the batlefield, and dont suffer from any
cfthe communications problems so prevalent in the period Th$ it seems to me that &e process of directing
idkect fue is rather too easy and accurate anyway, and this is an atteilpt to make it slightly less so, without
intro&reing lots of rules aboutwhether messages are received and so on.

Russell also says the deviation for unqbsen'ed fire is too large and erratic, and rightly points out that mortars
*ere used to "search' reverse slopes, and tlrat when &ing so their shells xruld fall into quite a liarited area.
Hsu,ever, in real life, commanders would not know if any enemy qere there, and would have to search eveqy
inch of every slope to be sure of hifiing any targets. How di$erent in a wargarne I The player, towering syer the
txl$le&eit (an sfle ra,hick rl*pex conceal el?ernlr and ju;t where thcrse enemy are. trf a large aad erratic deviation
B'ere nst impsed, who can C'ouh that he wot id onll shell the areas nhere the *uns€nn eaeruy were, aud tlrat
withuncanny wqll;acy?

Thete ruy well be better ways of preventing this (e.g.: &fining which slopes a player caa "searehn - only if
within x irches ahead of his advancing troops or whatever, sf/6; limifing the effects of unobserved fue), but I
rook what seemed the simfilsst - the rules are 30 pages long as it is !



3) Russell suggests that British adillery be allowed to have one ofoeerver direct several batteries. t think this is
right and hope to incorporate it in a later rersion (see below), tlrough some restrictions would have to be
imposed to prevent this being possible in a fluid situation where some batteries were perhaps advancing close

to the front.

Having more or less run out of copies, I hope soon to take advantage of several years of play-testing and
produce a new edition of the rules. These won't be radically di.fferent, bmt are likely to have a number of
changes, including the following:

a) Cutting do*n the effects of burning hrildings and vehicles, which Malcolm Dove in prticular has often
pointed out, are too obstru€tive at the moment.

b) $/riting-in the sy-stem of dicing to remove damage markers which we have tried out in several oneday
games.

c) Adjusting morale ts make it rather more nshakeable".

d) hssibly making pinned figures dice to recover, in a similar way to darnaged vehicles. In both c:mes we are
*ith "suppressiono. and one mle could corer both. This would also make troop quality' more important,

a lorver throrv to recover than average, and so o4 and this in turn helps in historical situations
+r'{w;".1.* t&e vr,ere cancelled out by-better training and morale (e.g.: France 1940).

L u'*xel,r,:[ :l{,}ii*' ,Lp fh*xk taking the time and trouble to urite his comments, and I hope others rlho have
ryitt*iri.{e}s- $$({ fr Hg,Eifi Wi${xii This qill not only gn.e the Editor exlra material for the magazine
(&ere ewel, {5t*4 i{tlrn{t$'qi.{rq$ l*cti: *r* ofthe rules.

and the

by Ee,*.ut**g,Firtk-N*"t?i$r*
Dai fu $$r*r*. ..$pm* im*. *slrre"sp63$**ylt

H*q:tet s*eii*o &$*{ *t* }{*wrisy

tft* Hun is rvell on tlle ir,a1 {,c. I'i"i'rs, Auc{.lta& lrousi:. pa.i,:tt<;rr3 r'::*",-n!tidi'ia*}x:.rland and terr hs}'s ec }Hr:iliiring ls
c*o'ne home for Ch+is{rnas. X uen l[riib mare fi:i{1 rif rl1c. rr}crlt( +hrndig.

First let me p'?] tiit*rte t<r.{srrre ep**ial }iuroes xho*e -det*. ;l*mngst u:ri mrir$ .::ulruge.. shiar, fi}rtf,r qith a
p;lrticuntr iustrt}. St*p fcfiq*ld nrly ctusirt^ '&:rrrgr:: Fli.qrL-.hla*de. bklff*a;r,erl, j{,ili{\ 11ed commander of 105
Para. lO5th Tunbridge Wells Patachut* Batr*lii*irlr r*ho tcrk trrlr,,tumr.,od ri rlt* }]*r&{Ltn1c Br:ig.*cl* drcpped north
of the again Rumours that
'i}**grl' lfu i ilxr*tell' clj r*:ted thenr Dr. Goebbels'
prnpu*gxr';L,li.r,t rxiu:l:rl.*{r and'IJcllgq:' em11$ltrti**Iiv rtre nie's lhxr Jris ri,ris [i:le liu*Jdtred figure seen stuffing potatoes
into theSeqx* exhau* pi5:es.

Then there *'as Henry. the Para.-h*Lrnd, masc*t af l$"5{h Para., proudll.'*,earing his regimental xaistcoat
r.vhose ;lr.nxsir"lg *"ntlcs and indiff.,*ri;trce to the enemy fire brought tears to the eles of many a gruzled,
paratri}*pe{. Fina}I1'. } pa-r {ribrrte 1o the carrier pigeons Mlrtle and Daphne, rvho braved the Hun flak to carn,
ttry bxtlefirld d*s5ratcl'rns srraight to London. It *'as unfortunate that one of Daphne's messages appeared to
have to:r:r: r*irfigur,:d b1 bird lime, Ieading to her court-martial and reduction in rank to Carrier pigeon Second
alass ({, i:' i}).

'Bt:ngo's' first hattle rras iulh the High Co:r"*lland. With bnllianl irir ,.iit ,, i;t iLlrJ. litnratecl 11,o riqiit t**k,s nf

j;:'p liaci ctme all ihe $a1' fro;ii the dcsert to volul}teet ,r:r r-it- i{{rrru y*rjJUsc d:iu !{,Liic siruilarlv spurned. Nerl
the High Cornmand reduced his establishment of anti-tar.k guns. 105 Para. normally has tvo six pounders, and
t$o seventeen pounders had been mobilised to form a brigade resenre. One sir pounder per batalion and one
sel'enteen pounder per brigade is laughingly inadequate. The High Command seemed unable to comprehend
that establishments are laid do*'n to gite a force balance, *ithout rvhich it can rapidly degenerate inio just a
collection of indi.riduals.

scnior officea-dtQv,giotrln jeeps and rr''e1g nei/er s€er
towards the Hun tanks are-ffious''-flan i*vintion of



Ilal'ing been shoqn the brigade ar€a on the map, tsongo' made an instant appreciation of the situation and sent
a httalion corunaa&d by Colonel Frank along the lorver road to reinforce Colonel Stewart's bttalion at ttre
bridge. That Ieff him with 105 Para. and a fourth battalion. None of the battalions apart from 105 Fara.
appeared to have names or numbers. That sort of thing is very bad for morale as it does nothing for esprit &
mrps. Perhaps th€y were ne*'ty-raised units.

tsongo' &ciH that 105 Fara. should also nrake a dash for the bridge, along &e higher road on the Ieft flank
of Colonel Frank's battalion. The fourth bttalion was deployed to hold a perimeter prot€cting the flank and
rear of the brigade, to keep the Hun as far aray as possible. Once again Bongo' r*'as obstructed q, the High
Command *'ho abjected to &is battalion digging slit trenches without which his men, lying on the open h*rth,
would hale been rnassacred Which has lead Bongo'to the conclusion, taken together with the earlier
inci&nts, that the High Comrnand was deliberately trying to set him up to create a 'Glorimrs Defeat'for the
Arnhem force and the.dry fabricate a legend like that of the Light Brigade at Balaclava.

tsongo &"s not standing for any of thar kind of nonsense. He entrencbed this battalion as shoxrr on tlre
atkched map and mvered its front with the limited amout of barbed wire allocated to him. He at least
maxaged to thwart the High Command fu hardng the correct establishment in 105 para. of two MMGs aod two
3" rnort:rs instead of their hare-brained scherne to have just one of each. These he allotted to the perimeter
&feace together with two of the 2' mortars and a number of man-pack flame-tlrowers. They ma6s - me
differerrce.

As the hattle opened 105 Para. came un&r heary flanking fire from four Hun rD',is which aryrorched from the
North. As the ferv available anti-tank guns had been deployed to suppor, tne fourth battalion, a disaster was at
hand- But &e guiek thinking Bongo' called for mortar smoke, s'a-i a smok€ screen was frut down r*'hich quickly
red*oed the effectireness of the Hun fire and reems to ba',a oluffed arrd confirsed the t*nks which showed a
marked reluctaoce to advarce through it. But l0{ ftlra. conld make little progress to*ards the bnidge as Hun
infadry had also shown up from the north. However, by holding their position that covercd the flank of
Colonel Frank's httalion which qlrclr€d the town and deployed west of the bridge, knocking out Hun tarks on
the bridge with their six pouader. Colonel Stewart's httalion held against all that the Hun could fling at them
east of Lhe bri,ige.

me*rirttr-U*tation perimeter was assaild by Hun tanks and inftntry from the west, aad more infantry from
&e north. Fortunately one of the two Airborne Light Batteries (75mm Howitzers) was aHe to pnt &wn
accurate fire on a Hun 105 huery and a self-propelled battery which sought to come into action in the open to
the west. Both were destro5/ed llad they survived tsongo's'position would have been perilous indeed The Hun
still had s*periority in heavy modars. The second Aiftorne Light Battery, directed by an OP ia &e tower of
Oosterteek church, fued effectively on the far end of the bridge beyod which Polish prachute troops w€re
sn fucending. th€ Poles were said to be on our si&. Olriously tlre,y had not heard that The Allies' wsre
plaming to hand Poland over to Russia after the war, otherwise tlrey would presum*ly bave bwn fiehtinE-
alongside the Hun to keep out the Red Army.

The Hur pressed his infantry and tark attacks on the perimeter, which he eventually breacH, tut not wittrout
xffering healy loss from small arms and mortrr fire. All the Hun tanks were eventually kmocked ouq one bl a
rocket fuing Typhoon which struck in the nick of time as the tank poked its ugly Teutonic nose gingerly
througb our srnoke screen. But now flrc tanks of )OO( Corps were seen approaching the south side of tlre
Arnhem Bridge, Relief was at hand. By this time the nrrviving Hun irfantry had entered the edge of the
Hartenstein wtod But they were a spent force, under fue from the guns of the Afuborne Light htteries firing
over operr sigltts. Refuforcernents fiom 105 Para. were beginning to counter-atlact" A forward mo]remen1 ry
Hun infantry in slre *orth came too late-

B*mgo' fus6i 11 ,:; li'cl,: ii*:: in hand try the narrowest of rnargins, and se*t out in his coearnaad j*;;, slr&m<Ii;r 1i;r1.1"
r*re1*5Fa:e,"h.tril.."i ., '.'-i:ic!l hadwai,eddefiantlyoveEtheHart€nsteinHoteltF,romgh'*iJthet?flfiD-=di
jj{:r fl,!,i-a:1,-'=i., , ,, ,i ,. , . , i:;;4.-1i{fl*ai &f}d a ldireci piper, to greet tke retrier'eoiEr{rr*

I am iaaqryy to rcport that the Flartenstein Hotel, contrary to reports from irresponsible persons, suffered little
dacage at the hands ofthe Hun. The brigade staffliberated the wine cellar and discovered a suppty of Claret of
qurte a passable vintage. So I raise my glass in salute to our gallant boys. Look out Hitler, we're on our wa$
aad Henry the Para.-hound is grinding his teeth.
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German *P.O.lV. Reveals Scandal

by Algemon St. Vitus-_ftrange
Accredited Correspondent to CIornpasture's Joumal and Pigfancier's Gazette

Behind the British Lineso Sunday

It was with luck that I managed to track down Generat{berst Adolf Graf GloBbiil} von Nigling, who hadbeen
capured after the errd of the engagement. His version of tlte events was illunrinatiug, and I reveal all, the
Bri!.ish Public have thc right to know.

'''' t\eearfy monrfn g af tfie srryqg,tr?.ff*,1 spe*ttnuc$ 1;me rtttfi n.gryr'$srfu, ",l$c ft,,- 
* "; ,-;:;Qfi -6i ,,..

r"r-f,i ie'at$er Er,ndeoct sp*cr+f[?, {n o16*r ta &r55le t$c enemy. Efier elf, ws $e}j ccca,:** ,..! ' 'ipir "= '
iir,rxisrTg€S ff$*W $r5 raery foolis$lt fre*$satssi*gt$en ptqrl ol *ctronirr'tfpx pte*es o'r? the sos?.
xr$r ettflEb a,x gtanow OfltD &6 rveg{ectd to pr rmtfi e w rlr;tfi sffiiw& ffa[, t* Etpot tficm c[[ 6omn otr
tfiefr ucp wer.

If qssrr2 or6crfuuF,orWorte,6tW6e ffisp1&6wfiep$rt 066 c$rrcctur:r lvrgirr$n$wvr6s$r$sfi
&aqrrflt confifft6 csr.lc,qnonf2surrnise tffit@rrr€resofiiermore of t$ose Gestapofelfoos,oot&
too6'ost far r*vro 6er,sro;fs to s6ost sftvr $fr fqtfefi ctttlrlpt owtf:r.?rifr,rnrs* tvrpmat., feeltffi
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soffieoile firust fis?e 6eentr-tbgtotlrrrpfxst*rn*,ustfyre $166ssnanumSerof 6f+c6?Osrce&scars

fotlbruoing ry fsrrn'sttrrfi {&ce oer rsfum to t$e frw.t.It oss cFmap tery cmustng to *ett* oat t6ct
pca{cfu6 wfar one of t6oss toflrry fufrt$s strsfe6 fonnctioms w$rtte CIe tosre on tfie mar$r I sm svre
t$at OnEe ta dr,rt*fi rnxt B*. running s$ort of tne* fu nou. Xs $osl as 6cttfc ucs ioi$f6, t$orc mcs no
sig* oft& fcffoqes an? rxorc.

Aayooay tnt6e p{nt,we lW6 surrota&S t$csc paratroop* in t& gro$n& of ttp fiarte,nstetr f}otst, $rfi
uere nwrril2 s6e tllng t6an eger? so oftm frmr crl OJO we e$tdfis$ef wry ecr$ h t$e 6a? 0& t& e&e ol
tffu $Doo$s. €erfy wt$e argug$nent a toanty rus$e6 foru*r6 r* a ieq, or sci it on a motorcycfe, no
t{r*ttir, $lrryftt *tb tfq $tg$tr of my men. tD0ar uc ercn*n*6 t$o 60fu for 6oeuma*s po foun5 c notc
w*{fii &$? grr,t.n to tW rcpsrtw fot repro6uctis*. lt i* ctewtyt& eor6 of a mdman to EenS fn=oar6
rrnsn ur'tf, mffisgt& ltL* tfu* we.

GurpanSas efue6

forccr6s wit$ sorne

icTa,qs ourX6.me&
agr.*ts in t6e tsor
$fficeJcn6an Sa6
{nfa,rrne6 wtffi*fw
tomrnies toouf6 6e
usingflffilst$roloers
adlcSoofics. sllffice
*to wttffi,t$a mam
}rrttrsfrfsrce *we6
nst to Stro€ t&
stoqn*c$ fwt|rectta,aE
ffit& oY#of t&
frifige, wfr spsntfMr
t*r*n*rcfugar'6
countcfiBtr{ W bef,tn$ tfie Wet, At one WxLt, l 6$iw tW, l sqfi somc sfrt of rs6i5 soofffuffi6 Fefitg
t*fiw f or wW t6e }ritisfr t*m "ss{E{er".

tfg e $*s firxxt s$we wnlrrr'ent ms&c frV t*s }ldtiifr Wics( 3or1go" tM tfry founf satne {t$ st trL ttte,

6orj"ar*,tfu.Restqssure6 tfu-$w**wt$W 6qSits atfect}Vtf,s,tlfrnotfrmew& ttercd.,an5t6e
ger*tesrcr+ wiff 6e sryn$tng ggtte tbr'e stt 6 t$e i> en b afrtrrrs, f$cntr tu t& o6&5 6ofu Siwn tu $fr e*a
tait$ sorne firyow,e poe$er. t&f sa? tfut fr, grrr,es gou c goo$ nm for yo+r flofls?.

l rrnwt $c? t$*t I oas wty surprise.S at t& mnount of e,ryifr**rttffit@ paretroo,ps seernef td Be q6le

tn ffirE 6own. A{t ff:r';x, wt{.rtnn6, $m$ afl5 ffi4vrs, tt loss oa-p str eage tW tfx-.t ffi so muc $
wnwarrtiorr-, vafuty to $afiS.

Ife,qr fW, nr2 cofltagues fro*r t$e S5 ron tsttau W sffikuftlsy of it,fut tft? &pl'org?.6 in t& o'psn,
cll6 t$Eri 6i6 not nrs6 fonoer& to sttr.{gtlyto'nnties. t$rt scnnr of t& troop+ {s&ftG$ t&mssfs€s 55
snrprri*es tne. I fis6 ft{r$ t$rt berrrts fi*ys wrre 6rg"e ffi6 resourcefu[ tlo fi.fitttr,t& &s6 is 6ofis ffi6 {t
{s ooct. Spt&6lsr srlttre o't$sr SsnS fu6 a wr? ffiwu*,tasfrffitf,at$firlit;r-fl. he $a5 to @r}tsri6 !oit$
so,rru rmrl6rooe men, tpfr f&g*trcfl] ffi5I salifi.s ffrs{n.rrl$y err6,fq.tfi$e frrt6er sontfrmesr*,t$gj.,t6e
&e*xy.T #?!$our 6ro$e tft'oug6. i &S to fffifi W orte of mg tatr6s, an5 &fe $e $s" r"* report*6 t${s to
gleti}, {;; t{+g grt sc er*s+ {f 6$e #*CIg,6eeping {s tnc*+d' t:,r:,

}r' tfu f+w,t ',rfuc r-.ric$ gisris tre,*$[i: wf;,s + *r{pcr *fic #;5ri ps , 'm 5p{t}Sflcr'r amn piemeE $dr.p?. i I -
tery lir;:g {iii'*+. I Saiis+e t&'t tiisp r?l.'dir"l, ,i';o* 6ec'n g{s:r,,.:' i,r; r.i n{ S?*.W, tffi ir$$? esrnr,S on }W$t{srg
h i$€ fi)ri$ttion tfiey oerc h. s0e poure5 ertiifurf frre txtto ttp* *ff'Sry, bdttyg nwur gce up.

l*t6p cn$, t& wab$t of num$rs rpas too grect, cn$ upe fu6 to surrcn6sr tu tr00i6 frrtfier toss of lde. I
wcs ta6elr to see t$is ?atrgio" person p6o &6 so to,n*entc5 ur crr6 $e linrnc&6 ffio str:qfie ffio&
sffrffry a $o6pttst I fsfttffi,l $d,to as[ ofu it ocs tftt c Sospikflocs setup tn tft opeir gnoruaS,

w6eat6qg cou{E 6ms pxf*cttywettnsc6t& Wet,grtfissluitsfiteffssan$wraof.It,wwt|r'r'tfiqtgre
W6 tW $ys b#rgifr W qtrll e W fi*'n virrrtng sr$ e"h1$ h tfrq frstef &fu t* frsttte. I suppose tficp
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6i5 not osnt to g* a ffi, of 6lbo6 an tfwir mes6 Qrt. i t6s* asEe6 rfiry 6e fu6 focat€6 fiis mcrtqr teqlr,w m
t$s ni66fs of t$e $wprtsl. 6e 6o6 tn expect ,as to f've c,ow*cvWtff2 ftre,u6at of fiis poun5eS men? I
6efl afso pai;rttal out t$at B2 ptacmg,a smo6e ecresn rom6 t$e srt*,wa cou[6 nst actuaflg seetffi,tfwre
sss s fp*prtsftfrxe.Att$spo*116q, csrlo$setinfl&tcafierqtfyr strs{ne6, an5 ssoercfot}crffitis|
Wkl$re fron I tfunF.tfieLr XxX ^eorps wwafiegnningto as[wfiduthswssafa6out, sn6I toss rus6e6
off tot$e cage.

That makes for interesting reading, don't you think. I sought an interv'iew *'ith Bongo Fink-Nottle to go orer
some of these points about hospitals, Hotel Hartensteirl smokescreens, and hounds, but he seems to hare been
taken auay 

-DJ* 
the RAMC for pelchiatric examination. I understand that he is being held in the Agnes Wibley

Sunset Home for the Military Deranged in Jal.rvick.

ArqherL-_ The Wer Gagne

Shortcomings of the Rules - Suggested Remedy

by Russell Hanson

I rnust trc just onc of the innutrcrable people rr{ro are in the etemal dcbt of George Gush for prot-iding us sith
his splenCid Wargamcs Rules 1930 - l9-15 utich have gilen us so much pleasure for manl'1'cars.

The ohject of historical rt.arganiing is. of t-orrrse. as John Tunstill lrote. "to rccreate the tactical abilitics and
\leapon c;pabilities of annies of a chcsen period." Not for us historical \\'arganters tlie pure speculation of the
science fi'tion p*ople. \Yho can reallr say if thc dffith ra1'will actualll'uork in the n\ent)'third century'. or
nlicther. uhen it conles to the point, Zak the Ernperor of Blot x'ill have thc stornach to face the I-i{lle Green
lvfen armed rrith Ex-lennirlators, and n'onl just burst into tears ?

The historical uarganter is in touclr rith realitl because he knou's *'hat happcned in history,. I{e knou's that the
s1*a$ British line. shcltered from artillery on a re\ erse slope and not harassed br skimrishers because of hjs
ox.n skirmishing screen, u'hen the tinte carne inlariable sh*tlered the French column. I renrember as a
schoolbo.v secing ml'first infantry fire pon'er dcmonslration in Australia during the forties. The lolume of
concentrated fire produced [' a rvell traincd plaloon anned with bolt action rifles. Bren light machine guns and
'Totlttlly' guns $'as absolulel)' delastating at close range to anf infantrl. rot in cover and attenrpting to advance
oler open ground. Even morc so than in the Napleonic Wars, thanks 1o thc do'clopntcnt of the capabilitl of
in-flantry-\reapons, such an attar:k must be suicidal. The British Army discovered that in the Boer Whr. the
Gemtans at Mons, and various inespcrienced troops at Gallipli. on the Wcstcrn Front aud mauv other ptaces
since.

It follous that historical n'ar games rules should produce a game n'hich reflects the iactics and ncapon
capabilities in as realistic a manner as possible uithout sloning the action dowr llith too rnuch complicated
detail. The Gush Rules, on the rrhole, achi*'e this. Othenrise they rrould hardll'be in l'idespread use. But I
hai* lons. f*]t that the"r do nof give sufficient rl'eight to thc llrepo*cr of the period We have all seen
photogrlplts *f Gcrman 88s x'ith a dozen rings round the barrel for all the tanks they have knocked out. But in
our 113rgames hon'rtanl' 88s uranage to knock out nrore than trvo or three tanks before being overrun ?

I give tuo inslances fiom mt'erpericncc at Arnhcm. Gemr:u infautry allacting an entrenched lxrirneter stood
in tlrc open trithin close range of a Brcn end a riflcnran and calmh,proceeded to spend a nlove demolishing
hartcd u'ire. hf*:l run.ived and t.cu1 on to o\.crrun tLe trench. Notl one kno*s that in praclicc srrrl: r tir!;tg
1-1'!itl'.J;!.,]t lliiiiir.n. The firt i:lihc E:'irr lras gxstirirrelbl thc lxo 2 ilhr cil.rcr lri:lf of ilie Brr C:-irrilii rlril,::riiirg

,'!.,: ,l'ir.i!j';it:1-6;,;1,-:l't:iii-:\.ri.ii'.i"ri,1i-!s;n1lirrt.*

',, ' ' ''i-;;',r i;";j;1r-t I rr:is t::ireif gi:iiir'*lpirre g;]llislr"rJi.rsilip (slr" rrre i) Ilaii;rg;r!,-:;iltit,i:d l;i.l: ",
iiti;k i;:rrl ririC iis nrechi;te guns in its o*n turn. in i1n'fum a nran tjth a flarne throu'er adranced calmir.
torvards it and set it on fire. Norv one knou.s that nobod)'except a raving lunatic (or perhaps a Jap. u.luch
conles to much the sanre thing) u'ould adlance aeross oprn ground rvaving a flame-thro*er at a tank.
Sonrething \\'as rvrong. The Rules rvere distorting the tactics and s'eapon capabilities of the period-

Indced the tactics are further distoited by' plal'ers taking advantage of the linritations inrposed S'the Rules on
defensire fireporver b1'advancing a single nun or tank to soak up the defensive fire. In realitl' they uould have
been picked off one tr1. one (it takes only a second to reload a bolt action rifle) and *hoever scnt them on such a
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fool's errand court rnartialed

T}e tusis of lactics in the age of thc rifle and ntachine gun, and thc tank and anii-tank gun. is flrc and
nlovcurent. You do not nloye out ofcoler nithin close range ofan unshaken and approprialell'anned enculy
unJess 1ou are covcred b1'flire. Units, battaliondrcgiments, and sub-units. conipanics/squadrons.
platoons./troops/scctions are organiscd specificalll'to facilitate this. T1'picalll an infantry scction had a Bren
Croup aad a Riflc Croup so that one g.roup could put dorvn cor,ering fire uhile ilre ether nas moving. Units
and sub-units lr'ere trained to fire and mor-e as a teafil. not as indil.iduals.

To remed'these defects I suggest the Gush Rules be amended as follou's:

Page I. delete para 2. Insert neu para 2:

2.flqt'iqgtums

(i) are altcrnatc. firsl move going to the attilckcr in an attack-defence galnc. or dfcidcd b1' a drce throu in an
encounter blttle.

(ii) L{or es lake place in the following sequcnce:

(a) The side r"hcse turn i1 is (side .,\) ruav shoot uilh all l\capons not mor.ing this turn. ("I-his enables
cuvrring fire to be pror'idcd for nrcr/rie"rpons {ha1 gill be mor ing).

(b) Sidc A tnoves all men/n capnns and vchicles to the furlhest distance elesired, but s{oppirg rvithin
halla n:ove sick of an1'€ncnr).*jth *horn ph1 sical conlsct is to bc marle.

(c) Side B nia.v shoot u th all u,e*pons uhich hare a target uithin range (ilclu,ding eneflr)' that bave
lol rnoved).

{d) Side A ma-r shoot with all sun'ir.ing \r,eapons that hal.e mored.

(e ) Side A rnal' advance to contact xith all mcn /r'eldclcs * hich have sufficient nrove distance left from
(b).

(ft Tlre sanre srcJuence is repeated in Side ll's turn.

Note (i) Ratgcs are measured frctn the ntuz-zle of the rveapon firing to the hull of the vehicle or bodr'
of thc man fired at.

(ii) Casualtiesdamage occ.uring at an)' stage of the above sequencc have ir:rmediate effecl.

(iii) Firing does not prcvent lrand 1o hand colribat.

So lill it q'ork ? All I ask is that pcople tq, it and see. I shall be try ing it and using it il an1' future ganres of
the period that I organisc. I belia,e it uill enlrance the reality of our games b1, giving a closer siruulation of the
historical realitr', s'hich is rvlut historical rvargames set out to achiele.

I realise that there ma1'be a cost. Troops. long sunk in bad habits will need to be retrained. But if cornmanders
IrrutteT under their breaths FIRE AND }{OVEMENT . NO MO\{EMENT \\TI.THOUT FIRE SUPPORT lhey
should not go far urcng. Ficld-Marshal Ballsal<er *,ill be ar,ailable to gile pep Llllks to an\. recalcilrant offrcers.

"*$:3"qxsl.Esrsllis"trl
I rtrt !trf that {his *"r1icle r,.iil g:i,:','i'ke :; q-'lrbrtc;l.h.rut I}rese pritts. Ar: Gr*rgr,.-l.irJ lx,fcre {t:;!,rr.rative

. .1.-r . .i l,; . .. : . ,.. iJ_
r!o*t irito argutrrents aboulrrho ha: flt:d l;nd $hen.

One comment I would add is never lneasure from gun barrels. You should alrval's measure really from lhe
txntre of tbe &ont to centre of the front, regardless of aspect. This gir.es some indication of relatir-e n1o1'elnent
of I'eliicles. It overcomes the problem of furretless r-ehicles, or those out of scale, where an erlra quarter inch
on the barrcl means the diffence befileen short and rledium range.
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