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EDITORIAL 

Andrew Finch 

My apologies for the delay between magazines. 
Work and other pressvres have meant that I have not 
had the time to put ilie words of the wise back onto 
paper for you. Never the less I have prepared a bumper 
bundle for you this time, with the promise of more in 
the future. Keep those articles flowing and I will be 
happy. If anyone has access to a PC to write their 
articles, so much the better. So far, all the words that I
receive have to be re-typed. If I can get the text on a 
floppy, then all I need to do is fonnat it and print it. 

You will see that the design has changed slightly. I 
am using different software and c.an now type directly 
into the end result. I can see what the magazine will 
look like as I type it. 

Most, Blff NOT ALL, of you filled in a 
questionnaire when you re subscribed this year. Those 
who did not, please do so, or the finger of guilt will be 
pointing YOUR way when your name comes up with 
no data beside it in our membership list. This will be 
available soon (probably in June). It will NOT be 
given to anyone other than club members. 

In the few spare seconds I have after I have put this 
magazine together, I will be preparing a digest of some 
previous Rank & File articles. I know I mentioned this 

before, but the idea is now getting carried through. 
This will be available to new members who were not 
with us last year, and will also be a useful handout for 
the Club. 

At a recent committee meeting, certain unnamed 
mugs foolishly vol1U1teered to act a recruiting officers 
for the club. The committee believed that the numbers 
were stagnating (and were proved wrong at the April 
meeting where the Hall was literally bursting at the 
seams. Alan and myself actually had to use the middle 
back room - and its bloody cold in there). Anyway, 
yours truly and Tony Wyatt are the mugs. We will be 
deciding what action we need to take in the near 
future. What we will need is contact with the various 
schools round and about, especially those with 
Wargames Clubs of their own. The Junior members 
are asked to please contact myself or Tony with the 
details of the Schools you attend (name, address and 
school secretary's name). We will also be starting a 
poster campaign in local traders' shops. We have 
already decided on Ballards, E&M Models, & the 
Tonbridge Model shop. If you know of any other 
suitable targets, please let us know URGENTLY. 
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Januar.v 1993

There was 8n av€rage attendance of about 27
people to see a trew edition of lhe magazhe a&t the
new Club bedg€s hand€d out (these are frec to all
ufren paying their s$scriptions). Incidentally, I have

sme back copies of Rank d Fil€, if yur want any
s€e rte soon as otherwise they will be disposed of to
saYe E)aoe.

Games includd tnrc hrge lll6th World War II
actions, cmtinuing th€ curre?t dominance in tbe club
of this scale and p€rio{, one in the back roo4 the
othff, in the HaU, being the customary Tim
Freemarllm FoMer Cmemd Baci$on Game' m this
occasion joined by those veterm. Club mmb,ers Paul
Colebrmke and Kevin C}$ullivam.

Sciencc Fictioa was also *rwgly repmse*td, with
the Editor and others still play te*iag groutd oombat

nfle.s. (The final test in fact, the nrles being rcady by
thc Apen fuy - M.).Your reportr overheard Dave
Cmke xrggesting that *One of the optional nrles
sipuld be that Chris do€sn't always win !" There was
also a 'Full Thrust" spaee combal ushg a black clotlt !

&hergarres ftrcludd R$ssel1 llaffon and Gabriel
Cryrle hiefildis6 13S0#& ltrforld War I naval game,

I cony{Ef mtioc llairy "#meral Qurters'nrles, aod a
large Frm*&useim War ba0le with my cmverted
Airfix umfus and'Battles of &e l9th C. Rules". This
was st tk spesiat request of Clive lvIcleo4 cfrrc
Iirst game at the club, no less tbsa 20 years ago, was
with these very figrues and the earlier version of the
rules !

Class l: Wargflrtesttnitfllpto 1:300th

lst Cftris Thompson ofReigate
2nd: Same

3rd: Malcolm Ihve of TBW$
Nrmrberof enkies

Class 2: Wargames Unit up to l5mrr

lst John lrgge$ of North Herts I^ancers
2nd: Les Birch of Reigate
3rd: Ian Hopcraft ofHastings & St. Leonards
Number of enkies 15

Clas 3: WreamesUnitover l5mm-pre 1700

lst Rupert Worrall of Crawley
2nd: Same
3r* P. Demyof SELWG
Number of enhies 4

SECRETARY'S REPORT

George Gush

Februar.v 1993

There was good attendance this mrth, around 33
being present ad rnse varied games in progress. As
well as "Comrnand Decision", 'Full Thnxt", and th€
Editot's "las€trzone' game, all as last mtlU Ole bscL
room saw a large "Wartammer" fadasy gamc in
progress, using soul€ yery int€restiry models,
including cavalry m skeletm h6seC and a rather
splendid Tmperial War Wagon", as well as smc {lat
card figures. There was also a tactical boud garc,
"Tank Leader', set in l%3, with a most athactive
m8p.

h the hall were a big ?5rnm Reoaissance Bame
tts.ing the WR.G ru,tes: this irrolved tfue sides dividing
their forces bdwsen two tables !o rnnke fwo
ri"rar,mgeahle garnes" Sinked together. The Truks won I

Another 25mm game was ntr by Russell llanson and
Gab,riel Copus, and was a Peninsular War sauggle
between French and Portuguese.

Games even spilled over onto the stage this month"
where Peter England was playinE Ken Bulmer at
Napoleonics in l5mm, using Peteds quiek-play mles.

Though it was not one ofour ollicisl bring-and-buy
dates (these being in April and October) lhere wse
some interesting things for sale at this meetitg - s very
nice 25mm Medieval army belonging to Gabriel, while
Ian Foster was selling some of his own-make sc€o€ry,
including some hills and some spl€odid l5rnm AC\V
buildings.

Class 4: Warsam€s Unit over lSrnm- 1700 on

lst TicuVaugftan of Shoebur]ms
2nd: Andy Pape ofShoeburyness

t 3rd: RichardPeanmnofWor&ing
Number of entries 12

Class 5: Equt ment Gmup ovq l5mm

lst TonyFrancis oflvlaidstone
2nd: Richard Peanrum ofWorthing

Number of entries

Class 5: Single Fieure up to 54mm

lst MikeBiddissofMEP
2nd: Robertlane ofBMSS Bristol
3rd: Tim Vaugbao of Shoeburyre*s
Number of enhies

*ory*".o*-ffi*****o*t
George Gush
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Class 7: Single ligure over 54qn

lst P. Denny of SELWG
2nd: Robert I*ne of BMSS Bristol
Number of enkies

Class 8: Sinsle MilitBr.v Vehicle

lsil: Tim Vaughan of Shoeburpess
2nd: Richard Pesnran of Worthing
3rd: Tony Francis of lvdaidstone
Number of enkies

Class 9: Fantas.v or Sci€nce Fictim

ls* Mike Biddiss of MEF
2nd: Tim Vaughan ofShoeburyness
3rd: Amanda Stoneham of North l.ondon
Number of entries

Class 10: Under 16 efitri$

lst: Richard Kinghorn
2nd: Rictrard Kinghorn
Number of enkies 2

I take note of George's commenls above, and would
like to add my own comments on the Day. Firstly we
must thank Peter England for his elforts with the
organisation of the day itself. He has valiantly
volunteered to c€rry on with this onerous duty - this
club has fe*'enough volunteers for arything as it is.

The ve4qe

I will admit that I have been wondering ltfiat
altemative vmues there might be. I have investigated
with George one other site r*trich on pap€r offered
better access and more space. The down-side of this
was the cost which would require us to increase the
gate and or lhe price by up to IAU/o to allow us to
break even, Iet alone make a profit on the day. At a

recent committee meeting we voted to remain *ith the
school, at least for the moment, but we rvill need to
expand sorrehow.

TheBring&Buv

This being my little empire, I would say that we
are ia desper,ate reed of a revolution Next year we '
must have a better site, possibly a classroonr, with
more spac€ for ttre nprmters' to see the tables. Armies
must be separated out completely, aad be nouihere
near the B&B main stand, a classroom again sprirgs to
mind- There must be I separate team on duty dealing
with armies, and sellers must give us price bands in
r**rich to negotiate, orclearly state it is non-negotiable.
We also need more staff here (see below).

Paintinq Coqpetitiq

I did d see it at all this year (!). I would suggest

4

EDITOR'S MUSINGS ON TTIE !EEN= AY

Andrew Finch

Class I l: Dorarnas & Miscellanmus Mlitary Enti€s

lst TimVaughanofshoeburynees
2nd P. Dennyof SELWG
3rd: Richard Pearman of Wor&ing
Number of eirhies 6

Apart from ldalcolm's succ€ssr in Class l, lhe
Tunbridgc wells Wargames Society did not do very
well at all this year, apart frorn myself and very few
other meurbers noone else entered anything at all I

With some gmd paint€rs in tbe club, we ought to bc
able to put up a better slrow tban this at otr orrn Open
Day. In particular, I hope Junion will note tbat any
urder-16 member of the TWWS u/ho had eotered
AIIYTHING would have beeo sure of a third prizc -
and that includes a cash voucber to be spent at any of
the Trade Stands at lhe show. Surely this is worth tlre
effort of bringing something along ?

Entry numbers may suggest that some rc-
arrsngeanent of classes for next year might be in sdeA,
anyone u&o has any srggestioos please forward them
to me or to 'Rank and File'.

that we could juggle wi& the classes to prevent a
sihration x;trere one person can win two prizes in the
same class. Despite the lownumber of entries, pedups
we should limit entries !o one item per class, if we
expand the number of classes. Having psiods limited
to pre- and post-1700 should be changed. Could I
suggest Ancient, up to Renaissance, up to 1845, rry to
1914, up to 1950, "I\ilodem', "Science Fiction",
"Fantasy' (separale); in each class there be a
Wargarnes Unit first Wargames Unit Secood, Single
Figure, Equipmurt goup (to itrclude vehicles) and
Junior prize (entries being so marked). In this way,
several classes cao be amalgamated, and items of
similar tpe and era kept together. There will uot be
single figures for all classes, nor will there be
equipment groups for all. I am not too certain how to
incorporate Air and Sea in tbese classes, but we ouglt
to somehow.

krvol_vement

The Open Day nms largely thaaks to the activities
of the few rather than the many. If we are to make next
yeafs Open Day, our 25th Auniversary, a show to be
proud of, we will need more support from more of the
club members than we had this year. It is a day when
we are hosts to others, and the one day uihen we
should ALL be doing SOMETIIING. To this end, we
should organise an offrcial TWWS demonstration
garne. We will have to see *ihat can be done here. All
we need is that everyone does something to make the
day go well. For instance, vihy should the ones u;ho
spend all the previous evening setting up, also be the
same ones xtro spmd the day nurdng the show, and
then spend their evening putting everything back in
place for the school,

2
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TWWS TACTTCAL TBEgf,PTS - AN OCCASTONAL SERTES

"Go on, charge ! What's wrong witk being slaughtered ?'r

WIIAPONS OF rBE (NEAR) TUTURE

Andrew Finch, courtesy of AIan Butler

Duriag our recent developrnent wrk of the SF

nrles mentimed elsewtrere in the Journal, Alan gave

me a couple of mpies of articles from 'Jane'g Defenc€

Weekly" and 'Defens€ Elecfucmics'. In two separate

articles, the developnr,ent of various weapons wtrich
are othetwise normally only encomtered in SF fiction
was reported.

The US Army is developing a nonJethal weapon

for ils infantry, known as a Dazer. These are termed to

be weapns 'that incapacitate eliemy soldiers x'ithout
necessarily inllicting harmftl kng-term tiralth
effects.n The technology is also b'eing tested for use

against vehicles and other deftnce systems. The
intention is to overcome potential threats by electronic
and other means before they can be used aggressively.

The dereloprnent is expected to be completed by the

end of*ie deeade.
.4ncther popular SF itenL the powered armour, is

also being examined. Th€ idea here is to have a suit
*hich protects the soldier frorn all tlreats, including

I am definitely not an expert in this fiel4 but spent

some time recentiy rawki.mg out hor* {tt rerpresent the
annies of some of the unaller powers involved in the
Second World War, and thought the results so far
might save a bit of time for others wistring, fm
example, to include Rurnanians or Hungarians in their
Russian front battles, or to refight the Polish campaign
of 1939. What follows is aimed at the wargamer who
wants a reasc.r:able tabletop representation in l/76th
scale, erd definitely rult at the expert or historian.

I have made no attempt to provide details of
formations or orders of battle, as for this information
the wargamer could consult the various published sets

of army lists for Wodd War II, or those available for
particular forrnations from ldark Bevis (see below). kt

Sqnpliers referred to:

B&B Miniahres: 37 The aueensway, Ilall Rd,
HULL,HU6 gBH

lda* Bevis (Army lists;: 4 Randal St.,

BIIRNI-EY, Iarcs, BBl0 ISR
BW Models: 5 Brinkhrn Place, AMBLE,

Hu&umberla4NE65 OBJ

Dixm Miniatures: Spring Grove Mills, Linthrryaite,
HUDDERSFIELD, \ll.Yorks, IIDT 5QG

ABC weopms. Th€ suit beiry testd is modular, bcing
able to be selectod fa particular requireurenls withott
carqying unwanted items. It drculd trdect tbc wearer
again*'ballistic, 0adtlrennal, cheurical,/biological,
surveillance, directed 66g1t, acougtic ad
environmental ha,o'ds". The headsct will be desiped
to enhance the soldieds owrr senses and interfacc with
his Ml6A2-mounted thermal sight. ultimately thc
system should also provide the soldier with 'global
positioning information, mapping, compass, and
messages." The suit will probably be an exoskeleton in
r+'ltich the soldier rides, rather than something he must
carry, though many iterns are being test€d in
miniafurised form.

I am now pleased to introducr the {irst ofa series
of articles by George on an interesting subject not
otherwise touched on very often. The original is in an
introduction and 4 parts, and will be available
afterwards as a separate booklet.

fact, I feel lists need to be used with caution $fren it
comes to setting up a game, especially in the case of
the Poles; you could corne qp with a perfec0y
historical armour-heavy formation, yet in practice
nuny or most of the Polish tanks did not get into
action and there was little tank-versus-tank fightins in
the Polish Campaip. Thus a historical as opposed to a
*{g}it-}mve-been refight should {ind the Poles
primarily dependent on infantry, cavalry and artillery.

My notes have reached a length which suggests
that they will spread over several issues, so ra0rer thrn
keep anyone who may be interested waiting for details
of suppliers mentioned or books consulte4 I shall
break with coavention and include these references at
the start instead ofat the end-

Cromwell Models: Frogress House, 39 Kirtpatrick
St., GLASCTOW,Gq 3RZ

Milicast PO Box 7l l, GLASGOW, c41 2ID(
Model Transput: 18, Bevan Way, Aylesham, Near

Canterbury, Kent, CT3 3DN
Model Figures and Hobbies: 4 Lower Balloo Rd.,

Groomspolt, Co. Dor*n, BTl9 2LU, Nortlern heland
Raventhorpe Miniahues: 2 Bygot Iane, Cherry

Burton, BEYERLEY, North Humberside, NE65 OBJ

Red Star Models: J. A. Spah, 2 Gote larrc,
Ringmer, E. SusseX BN8 5HP

r#ss-sR ARrwms or TEE SECOND WO

George Gush

E{lBppucrIQN
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S&S Models: 22 Biw Close, BURNF{AM ON
SEA, Somerset, TA8 IHU

Scotia Models: 32 West Hemming St., I-ETI{AIv{,
Angus, DD8 2PU

Skytrex Ltd: 28 Brmk St., Wymeswold
IoughborouglL Iricestersldre

Wargames Foundry: 4A Parkp Rd., Daybrook,
Nottingham,NG5 6BG

lvdain bmks used:

(Tk iodicat€d ' cmtain colqned pictrcs of
wealxms, vehicles u rmiforms).

Abbot, P., md Thornas, N.; German s Eastsa
Front Allies; Osprcy '

Axworthy M., and Serbanescu, H.; The Romanian
Arrny of World War 2; Osprey t

Chamberlairu P., and Gander T.; World War Two
Fact Files; McDonald and Janes

AntiaircraftGurs
Light aod Medium Field Adillery
ldac,hine Guns
Mortars and Rockets
Anti-tank Weapons

Doyle, H. C., and Kliment, C. K.; Czechoslovak
Armoured Fighting Vehicles 1918 - 1945; Bellona

UNIFORTvIS AI'ID PERSONAL EOUIPMENT

Like most armies other thsn the British ad
American, the Polish troops of 1939 wore a tunic
rather than a rvaist length blq$e. Most of the infantry
had a new Polish{esiped steel hetnet of very
modern" slightly American apllearaoc€, and wore their
trous€rs gathered at the ankle by a strort anklet, as

with British battledress. Troops ofother branches, and
probably some infantry too, tended to wear an earlier
style of dress, with a French-style 'Adrian" steel
helmet (lhe one with the ridge down the middle wom
by the French in the First World War and in 193940),
aad trousers tucked into long puttees wound round the
leg up to just below the kne. The main alternative to
the steel helmet was the tradilional "czapilta", a peaked
cap with an overlapping flat top shaped like a square

or diamond with one oomer to the frontl there was a
dress version with a leather peak and stiff top,
sometimes wom in action by officers, and a more soft
and floppy active service version with a cloth peak.

There was also a side-cap similar to the British forage-
cap - one of the usefirl itsrns worn in some form by
nearly all armies ofthe perio{ so very handy ifyou are

trying to make figures ofone ration represent another.
There were ooe or two branches wttich wore their

own special uniform. One example was the Polish
mechanised brigades, w*rose infantry wore Gennan
steel helmets of World War I type (similar to Second

Furiken, L. and F.; Amrs end Uniforms; The
Second World War, \Yard lncke .

Green, W.; War Planes of the Second Wuld WaC
MacDonald

Karmik, P.; Mlitary Unifonns of theWqld in
Colouri Blandford I

Knotel, R. and H., and Sleg, It Uniforms of the
Worl{ Arms and Armour Press

Mollo, A.; Arrry Uniforms of Wqld lVarTwo;
Blandford'

Mollo, A.; The Arrnod Fqces of World Wr Two;
Orbis'

Piekalkiewic.z, J.; Tb Cavalry of World War Two;
Orbis

Vanderveen, B. H.; The Observers Army Vehiclcs
Directory: To l%Q,Warre

Vanderveen, B. ll; The Observers Anny Vehicles
Directoqr W.W.[, Warne

White, B.T.; Tanks and otherAFVs ofthc
Blitztrieg Era, 1 939-41 ; Blandford'

Zaloga, S.J.; Blitzkrieg: Arrnoru, Carnouflage and
Markings, 1939-1940; Arms and Armour Press '

Z,aloga, S.Z.; The Polistr Army 193945; Osprey'
Z.aloga, S.2., and Grandse& J.; Tlre Easton Front:

Armour Carnoullage ard Markings l%l-lX5: Arms
and Armour Press I

World War ones, *trich yotr could get away with in
this scale, but somewhat larger and deeeer), and could
have black leather overcoats and black German-style
high boots. Another was the tnoops of tbe Mountain
Dvisions, wtro wore a long khaki cape (ofteo over the
left shoulder) and a wide-b,rimmed felt hat described
as not unlike a British steel heknet in strape (i.e. with
a low rormded croua), with an eagle feather on the left
hand side. Tank crews, should you wish to represent
thenL wore a black leather coat and either a leather
helrnet or a black beret. The three Light Cavalry u
nSzwolezef regiments wore British-style peak caps
with rormd tops rather than the square-topped

'czaplea".
All of the uniforms were khaki - a greener shade

than that of the British army of tlre time, and some
sources call it grey-green. Helmets were painted matt
olive drab. The equipment worn consisted of b,rown
leather waist-belt with leather pouches on i[ the
remaining braces and straps being either the same, or
khaki canvas webbing; packs and haversacks were of
lightish khaki canvas; a greyish-khaki rolled blanket
was worn around the backpack, horseshoe-fashiou.
Boots wse black, and caf-high for cavalry, oIfictrs
and mechanised troops, low for others. harness,
saddles etc., were brown leather, and cavalry carried a
rolled grey or khaki blanket in front and a cylindrical
canvas sack on the back ofthe saddle, wtrich could be

on a blanket of similar colour.

LESSER ARMMS OT TffE SECOND WORLD WAR IN 1/76TH SCALE
PART ONE: THE POLISH ARMY OF 1939

George Gush
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ARM OF SERVICE DISTINUIONS

Arm of service was distinguished by a large
coloured patch m each side of tlre front of the mllar,
decorated with a zigzag \ &it€ lin€ near the bottom of
the patch. These were aot suposed to be worn in
cmbat, but if you want tro include &ern to make you
models more were:

r These seem to have corresponded to the
regirnafs achal latr€ p€nuant Qances having beeo
olEcially droppd as a co,mbat $nespom by 1939, but
seem to have been €arried in swe rqgirctE md look
very colourfirl). Thsy are listed at the qrd of this
section.

BADGES

In this scele there is little point in gorng through
all the indications of rank, but yur may need to be able
to distinguish your officers and NCOs.

Slrnbols of rank were boroe on the slroulder-
straps, and also on the front of tlrc czaplca @low the
polish eagle worn on the upper &ont of the cap, which
was in *trite sr gr€y for other raaks, silver for
officers). Corporals had one to tbree silver bars wom
across the shoulder-strap and horizontally, one above
the other, on the cap. Sergean8 had a silver-edged
stuap with a single chewon across it, point outwards,
the chevron also appearing on tk cap front. O{Iicers
wore si-lver stars instfad - eitle of tn.ro, for lieutenaats
and lbree fix a *aplain. A rmajor had one star and two
silver bars. Senic,r officers had two *trite bands round
frte cmpka, just below the top, junior olEcers a single
i\,i1ite band.

MODELS AVAII.ABLE

TRO@S

If you want to use plastic figures, there are no
actual poles, but First l{orld War Fremch can seme for
those wearing the eadier uniform and "Adrian"
helmet Germari figures in hetne* can be used for
mechanised troops, and Japanese or Italian troops in
heLnets would do for those with the new helmet but
still in putt€es. Japanese caps can be carved into a
reasonable Polish sidecap. Afrika Korps sets provide
solne men with baggy trousers and cap that can be
similarly converted.

In these articles I am tlfnkirg mainly in terms of
lead figures, aod here the range available is much
better. Again French figures can be used, and 1940
French a-re produced by Raventhorpe, Wargames
Fomdry, BW Models, and Scotia Micrqmodels. Most
of the Raventhorpe ones have separate heads, and
heads available include, as well as the "Adrian'

helmet, heads with sidecap, czapkq and Polish belmet.
Raveuthorpe also have what th€y call a 'Universal"
range of separate+eaaea ligures, mainly in
shirtsleeves and turg trousss, mvering glm cne{,rL
Iield telephoe and ottrer usefirl figures, several of
which with zuitable heads could be used for Poler.

Actual Polish figures include:
a) Those by Wargames Fotrndry (offrcer, a

riflemsn with Polish helme( tous€rs tuck€d
into anklets and full pac\ another similar
rilleman in .zapka, a LMG and crew md
light mutar and crw).

b) Tbose by Raventhorpe (ol[ccr, two rillemen
and a poa prone opeir-handed figure itr
puttees, aooth€r riflemm ud a standing
open-hand figure in tousers and anklets).
These figures t*ke the separate [eads
mentioned above, and there is also a head in
BritiS helmet which night be usefirl for
mountaia troops' hat. The open-handed
figures can be used as gun crew or given
separate \!'eapons.

c) Those by BW models. This is the old
"Milka' renge produced originally by "Bish"
Iszwaszko. They do no achral Polish infantry,
but Freirch infantry and gunners who cur be
used, Polish gun and machine-guo crews,
and some splendid Polish cavalry, both
mounted and dismounted in I prone
positiou These are cavalry itr 'Adrisn'
helmet and Szwolezer light cavalry in peak
cap, armed with lance and sabre, rifle, LI{G,
anti-tank rifle and even Bronming MMG
ca.rried on a packhorse.

d) Those by Scotia Models in tbeir 'Warsquad"
series. These are v€ry lively figrres. 1@
comprise eieht differ€nt riflemen" a grenade-
thrower, tr,lv[G guuer, Anti-tank rifle man,
and oflicer. All arc in Poli*r steel held,
and all but th€ anti-tank rifleman (wfu has
puttees) wear anklets.

The Raven0orpe ligures are the larges[ tk BW
ones the $nallesq, the Wargarne Foundry and Scotia
one intermediate in size. BW and Raventlrorpe dont go
together well itr the same unit, but all oth€r
combinations are all righl BW mix well with most
20mm plastic figures.

HEAVY WEAPONS A}.ID TRANSPORT
ANTI-TI,NK:

The Poles used an anti-tank rifle which lmked like
an ordinary rifle with a very long barrel; plasic figures
can have the rifle cut off and a pin stuck ia for th€
barrel. For lead figures, Raventhorpe ,make a separate
Polish anti-tank rille. The antitank rifle was a platom
weapor. They also used Bofors 37mm antitank guns,
and again Raveathorpe make these.

}v{ACHINEGUNS:

The squad light machine Srrn (LMG) was the
Americaa Brorming Auto Rifle (BAR). 4gain these
looked very like an ordinary rifle, so a card or plastic
block glued under a normal rifle as a magazine, and a

Infantry De*Blue
Artillery M Green
Engineers & Sienals Blrck
Armor a hiangular pennant

shape, upp€r half
black, shaped I a
lancc peruunt with
two tnils.'

Rank & File: lv{ay 1993: Page 7



fiLsewire bipoq will convert a plastic rifleman.
Alternatively, you could coovert an Arnerican figure
with a BA&, tbe klmet is nearly right. Pon lead

Iigures yoll cBn get seper&t€ BARs ftun BW Models,
B&B Miniatures ard Raventhorpe.

Medium machiae-grurs included the French air-
cooled Hotchkiss, Erd the belt-fd md water-cooled
American Broiwning and German lvtodm (the latter of
World WarI vintage).

The Hotchkiss uas very similar !o the Japanese

World lVar 2lpe 92 medium rnachine gun, u,ltich has

beer pm&ced in plastic by Atlantic and I think other
makers. It was dually a &velopr,ent of the Hotchkiss
and rrypuld re,pres€nt it nrcll. In lea4 Hotchki$s
machire guns with French teams, rr&ich catr bc usod

for Poles are produced by BW Models, and tlp
Japanese gun by Raventhmpe.

The Browning medirm machine grm was rather
like the British Vickrs, except for having a srnooth

instead of ribbed water-jacket for lhe barrel. Both
Raventhorpe and BW Models produce Brorrning
MMGs. The Browning can also be represented by a
Vickers model, which is rnade by all the producers of
1/76th plastic or lead figires (lead oaes can have the

banel ribbing filed of[, plastic o'nes don't always show
it anyr*ay).

The Maxim is produced in lead by B&B
Miniatures, with a W.W.I Turkish crew who would
easily convert to Poles, and may be awilable in plastic
W.W.I Gefinan sets.

A}ITI.AIRC&AIIT

The easiest Polish weapon to use is the familiar
40mm Bofors AA grrn, made ia plastic by Airfix and I
think currently available again. I believe someone does

a lead one too. The Brorrning MMG mentioned above

was also used on a single-pillar AA nmmting which I
have seen ,rnounted m a tnrck. There was also the
lvfadsen Model 1937 20mm AA camoo. This was a
b€lt-Itxt air-cooled gun aroud the size of a German
2cm FI,A& usually mounted on a srnall circular
platform with four supports projecting along the

ground in the shape ofa cross. It wouidnt be hard to
scratch-build, especially as rone-one would be likely
to know if you'd got it right or not!

MORTAI(S:

Like the majority of armies, the Poles used the

Frenchdesigned Brandt type available in lead from
Raventhorpe and BW Models and in some plastic sets.

They also had a light 46run mortar corresponding to
the British 2 inch mortar, and this presunably is that

by \{argames Foundry in the light mortar
and crew set rnentioned above. If so, it isnt very
accurate and a stickler for accuracy might xant to stick
a second tube above the first, about midway down the
barrel tlis should be the same diameter as the barrel
and about one-third the length. In this small scale,

however, few of us would bother.

ARTILLERY:

A major weapon was the First World War French
"soixanlenuinze" 75mm field gun" I Odnk rnainly in
the horsedrawn form wi& cart wheels, though tb
Poles may bave had some poeumatio-grred mes too.
BW Models make this in lead in both forms, and rnake
a Polistr crew in czapka and Polish limber-riders aruC

artillery officcr. Raventhorpe have recently inboduo€d
the 75 in tleir range also, available q,ith limb€r anC

horse team.
Polish mormtain toops had a 75nun Mormtain

gun, carrjed by pack hrses, and Raven0rorpe make a
Skoda mountain gun of this calibre wtrich rnay bc the
right gun ard would certainly do. Oth€r guns irclded
W.W.I specimems such as the Russian model 02/26
75mm gu (used to zupport cavalry) and tlre German
105 hwiEer of that period. BW make a W.W.I Knrpp
field gun *tdch might thus be used for Poles.

IBdN$JABT:

Most of this would be horse-drawn wagons, and
BW Models actually produce a Polish military wagon
in lead. There were Polski-Fiat tnrcks q&ich could be
represented by the Russian Ford-based trucks used in
W.W.tr (these are made in resin by Red Star and in
lead by Skytrex) or indeed any old-fashioned
I920J1930s type truck. The Lledo diecssts often seen
in toy shops include quite suitable vehicles, needing to
be repainted from civilian livcy, though they are
somewlrat overscale. Polski-Fiat also produced the 4x2
Fiat 508 field car, which was not only used as a staff
car, but also for towing anti-lank guns and carrying
machine guns. It is available &om SkyEex

The Poles also had Freach Citroor-Kegresse
unarrnoured half tracks, plus similar home-built balf-
tracks, including an ambulancc. A French bslf-track
usod to be available in resln, but I caa't 6nd it now -
catr anyone help? The TK tankette (below) existed in a

version, r+trich could be simulated quite
well by fi$ing a canvas tilt+over over the top of the
normal model. There was also a frrlly-tracked heary
gun tractor, based m the Vickers 6 Tonner lank
chassis, wtrich was also used as a recovery vehicle (see

skelch). For scrabh-building this, tacks from a T26 or
7T? tank could be used (see below). A $Dall kacked
trailer (again sketched) could be towed behind
tankettes, either for cffryhg supplies or troopa.

Finally, I cant resist mentioning the dogdraum
two *{reel telephone cable reel used by Polish signals,
which would make an interesting little model.

FIGHTING YEHICLES:

Like the Russians, the Poles zupported their
cavalry with MMGs mounted m light horsedraum
wagons, and BW Models have an excellent rrodel of
one of these "laczanka" in lea{ with Hotchkiss grur,
crew and "hoika" three-horse team.

Some cavalry rrnits were partly motorised, and
these could include the Browning MMG mounted on a
motorcycle and sidecar. Given that details of
motorbikes dont show much in l/76th scale, the
German motorcycles and combinations produced by
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S\&ex aad Ravothcpe could be used, the MG 34
beirg rcplaced with smething like a Browning (e.g. a
ffiratt l€ngth of cocktail saick).

ThePoles used tbe following tanks:
Pslish TK tankett€: There werre at least 470 of

tke, aod tlre.y seem to bave been the main Polish
sehicle to see mtim ia 1939. BW Models do me of
theee diminutive rrachire gm-arned vehicles io lead.
Tbere was a y€rsi@ with a 20mm cauror insead of
tte r$echiryua easily represented by additrg a large
ft*rdqph€rical mantlet (pertaps of Mlliput ?) to the
MG position, ard a larger gun barrel overtmgiug the
frmt of the vehicle. Thcre is a picture of Ods in White,
'T&ks of tk Blitzlrrieg era' (see bibliography).

Polish nP light tmk 170 were in service by 1939,
asd this cm be &taisl as a plastic kit from R€d Star
Ii#ad€ls. This, I think, is the t),pe with a 37mm Bofffs.
Tls* was an srlier versim with twin machine-gun
trrretw u&ieh c{sdd be quite well represented by ttrc
Russie T'?6& lxlldefr" Iit* the 7TP rras a direct
develolment &{mn tte Vickes 6 Tcsener (below). The
T25 is *ss*trfihre {fl l€d! &m Skytrex and in resin &om
Red S{er" $lHHlSk 8eB fidish tark had thick water-
jacketed &wr:els rx&er l&m &e fhin air*ooled orss-

French W.lffi"i Re,qadt FT: Tk. ks* 67 CIf tkq
b** I dm-t-knov if tley saw actim iq [93.]" ]&ite**hx
make a plastic kit d a Clm.-B-aud-L}grndt E:t-- ___
toge.ther and lbeliere Skyhex are to mske a leadb-ne.

British Vickers 6 Tumef, TlEy M 50 of thesct
Sk5rhelf or Rd S*el* Russian T26A s$d T26B wsutd
be{€ffinab$oserSre were presumably the twin-
hrret version, since the Poles chme this configuratim
for tbe firsil 7TPs, and cilld likewise be represented
by fbe T26A Gm-armed six-tonners had a round,
sligbtly c@ical turret $/hich wottld be quite easy to
scratch-btrild ad mount on the hull of a T?68 s C
m&l-

Freoch Renault R-35: Foland received 70 oftbee
shortly befue the outbreat of war, but they were kept
ia ressve and never saw diou $hwld pl w{* to
use thern i1 6 'might-have-been* we*ari*, t&s &.35 is
available in ld &m lvidetr Fi6ures aryd*i{ebbies,
aa4 I beliqyc,_fkytrelt md in res-rn frorn Cromwell
sed E$licast.

*ews,t&l"g,fl*gs; t'&ere qaere 90, of several t1pes.
$ome s{ t&css rxere *$Sin4 aod I suspect t}te
Crmwet ffi"?fiJ ,Awtlefr*i1w annoured cr might

be right for these. The Polish Y,lZ34 aad W729
armoured cars both look as if they would be fairly easy
to scratch-build frorn csrd or plastic card (see sketch).
The former is illustrated h 'Tanks of the Blitzkrieg
era'; the latter in Zaloga 'Blitzkrieg'.

Arnmured tains: The Poles had teo of them and
they did get into action, one ofthesr helping to repel
an attack by the 4th Panzer Dvisim. There is a colour
picture in Zaloga, 'BliEkrieg'.

AEylSIgtsS By 1939, Polistr AFVs (inchding
annoured trains) should have been in a rew threc
colour camoullage ofvery dart broutq sand and light
olive geen, in large wavy, broadly hsizontal patcb€s.

The patches, being applied by spray gun, were soft
edCed. Tk Reoault R-35s r€mdn€d in their French
pain! which was apparently plaia dark green overall.

Armour Markings: These were almost ccrtainly
paint*d out on the outb,reak of war, but if you want to
make you models a little more interesting, arrnourpd
trains carried a snall red plate with a Polish rvhite
eagle on it TTPs had one, two or three vertical u{rite
bsrs on each side of the upper hull, to indicate
company, and the compasy comrnander sCded a
horizontal bar beneath them, uAile a few rriits had
their own signs. Pre-war, Polish AFVs had a natiooal
marking, of either a shield or a flag in red and u*rite
on the side, but this doesnt seem to have been used in
1939 (see dra*'ings).

elR.q.ru&fl&

(For those ulho, Iike rne, usc 1/72nd plastic l{t* &r
air support in their land battles). The majortypes usett
in 1939 bave beeu available as plastic kits, th$gh I
dont know about their curent availability. These
ulere:

FZl, 1)+ Ffuhaer Kil fo Reu-ell
il[L KerasUg*.(Ewsw ]frtttp*t$€r
PZL 37l^o$ffiolnbcr Polish ZTS kit

Pofistru ainraft se*m ts have been mainly finished
in ovsall dark green with light blue undersurfaces,
and carried the national insignia of rert and n&ite
quartered s$rares above aud bels*' the wings. The
Poli$ airfuce s*rrived &s fudtial attack m their
airlields and" &ithough greatly outmatched, inllicted
considerable losses.
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Polish Cavahl; Peruunts and collat+atches:

Reeiment Too Centre Bottom
Lleht
lst & 2nd Silver Crmine Silver
3rd Licht Silver Yellow Silver
I-ancerr
lst Carmine White
2nd White DarkBlrc

White3rd Yellow
White4rh LiehtBlrc
White5lh Red-Broun

LichtBlrr White LichtBlrrc6th
Ttlt v&ite and dark blue
8t}t Dart Yellow Dart Yellow
9th Carmhe White, carmine White

White, dark blue1oth Carmine White
llth CarmfuE White CarmiD€

l2th Carmine Dar* blue Carrfue
l3th Pink Lieht blue Pink

Yellowl4rh Yellow White
Redlsrh White

16th Dark blue Red White
Yellowl7tlt White Rd

Red Lieht BluelSth white
dark blue and whitelgth

Carmine2orh Carmine White, dark blue
Lieht Blue2lst Lieht Blue Yellowish-*fiite

22rtd Diagonally divide4 wtrite and carmine
White23rd Orange White, orange

Yellow White24tk White
Red25t1t White Lieht Blue

Lieht blue whiez6th Pink
White. darkblue White27th Yellow

Mounted
Rifler

Carninelst Green
Lisht Blue CarmheZnd Green
Yellow Cannine3rd Green
White Carmine4th Green
White Carmine5th Green

WhiteCaunine6th Green
Whit€Yellow7th Crre€O

WhiteGreen Lieht Blue8th
YellowGreen Carmine9rh
YellowGreen Whitetoth

Red
Horsc
Artillery Black

Lieht Blue
Transport
Corpr Lieht blu€ Carmine
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Poli*h Army Cavalry Collar-patcher / Lance pennants

Whits 19th Lancerr

Darlc blue

Camine 6th Mounted Rifles
l\lhite

Yellutr
27th Laxrcerr

Armour Unit Syrnhols:

18th Lancers

lVhite Bulfdo in
white rircle on ?TP

B ue ffion on TK tankefre
of Fomeranian Cavalry Brle

Reil fiscwiEr2 quarters missing

10th Cavalry Bde (on hucks)

White coug:rn on 7TP

White
Red
LigfutBIue

w
\

National signs:

\{hite*# dlJ.
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Pou-avr

4x 2 d;o.
Ar*ro-r,.r,<1.,

I x 37,uro 1vr,
oR
I tqo

rltc

Wz 34 Ac*xo,cd C.qr

S"at<.

giAa V;+r lf76r'" 9^L

Por-rs +l 1T?
Gtrr* f8ncroe-

f+lso l-r.^l.J
?ra;trt {-e ?a-rft

Faar\^cr3 J

va)c)qtRoo[ r"
F.oni nua

sH4r

\

-?Itilts-ra.in,
Ii"ou+0 cqt
Srdcs oper

'//rr,,,
t-1 ).'

Y*at 74 vitto

S-aqJi

-T7ail,r l.c ?-l'isL,-
-(a.qllLttz-

&F^' tlt4 s.''l'

p-+c 7/4 viea
sho-irl tqXir1t-
co P\ t^rfr\4a*l-
a",t3 rqei<iar

C-anta9
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WINTER OrrENSIVE

TXle follaning fur,tments were found in the frozen sile of this futtle. They we a testanent
to tlp aims of tlle *o confutst*

To: {9th Army Comrede Connmanders
From: STAVKO: Marshal Redheskov

Comreder !,
Today the Peoples Armies will laurch ou Great

Couuter Attack again$ thc Fascist Invaders and their
Prrpp€f Allies, to lib€rate orr Belovod Rodins" and

sma-qh the T)rranfs War Machine a Crushing Reverse I

Tbat is probebly suffici€ot as a plan, but I will take
the op,poramity to *etch in one q two firther details:
please read them crefully, or you will face a People's

Trial followed by Irunediate Execution.
lYe will attack the South route, &om Table B.

Onfy fight farces r*'ill screen the North route, with off-
table artillery in support. I will command these forces,

to leave y*ru fr*e fei the h{ain Offensive !

The Main Of**sive has only one priority -

MOMEN"IUM ! w" *itt deal to rhe

Fascists the blow that they dealt the decadent French
knperialists in 1941) - Biitzlrrieg !

Thus, ifyou eocou*ter defences, flow roundlhem.
If you encouoter atkactive tactical opportunities,
ignore them. Drive fu their supply and their munitions
durnps, boldly and resolutely !

If we can reach these dumps the fascists will be
paralysed - no other opportunities must deflect us. We
will have reserye trmps following your spe.ar-head

attacks, $&o will deal with by-pasu"d fascist
formations and $rong-points. You must lead our
assault wi& htelligeoce, to avoid reedless loss, but
with Sreat ssqsd ad dqkrminatim !

Liaison with one another and with me is essential,
and rxirere pracrical with Comrade Generals
cornmaading partisans and other Soviet Peoples'

Forces. Wherever attacks have to be embarked upon,
seek to cornbine yoru attack with those of friendly
fuces to surround md outnumber the Fascists.

I will comnand tbe Reserve Corps, utrich will
neulralise by-passd Fascist units, and wil be

available to reiaforce our srrccesses: units will be
pas-sed to your control uterever required.

I will also cmhol the Air Force. This will
invariably be sent to the assistance of the Comrade
Commander showing the greatest sr:ccesses. Any
Comrade Commander becoming slowed down or out-
manoeuwed by the Fascists can expoct no air support,
no reinforcements aod no glory.

FOR\trARD ! And remember the Irnmortal Words
of the Commander of the Moscow Shock Army in
t94l -

From: General yon Klotz
To: High Command, Berlin

Melu Fuhrer !

You will be gmtified to learn that I have em€rgd
unscathed from my brurker with my bmts as striny as

ever, in spite ofeverything Ivan could tbrow at ru. Ycu
can be p,roud of yoru toops, lighting sgain* tlte Rd
hordes, inspirod bythoughts ofyor genius in Sarting
this war to cleanr the East of tlre Cornmunists. I am
mnlident that finpt victory will be porus by abof
1950, q 1960 8t tlrc latest and tlnt tlre English will
finally reject tlrc Cspitalist Warmonger Chruchill aod
turn to the Glorious German People as allies again$
the Eastern barbarim.

I attach I copy of the map with u&ich I was
presented on takiry up my command. As you will see,

the campaign took place on two completely sepaxate

fronts, the Northern (marked Nl to N3 on the map),
and the Southan (marked Sl to S3), the German base
area alone being common to both. Beh*'eeo these
&onts lies an impenefrable morass knoqm as the
Glosny M;xhes u&ere only subhuman cTeaflres
k:ov*a as Partisans can survive, drinking the swamp
water and eafing the hrndra

The Russian Fourth Army was advancing frm tbe
East dividing its forces between the two &oots on
tables A ard B. From the map it is at onc€ appsrent
that their best line of advance w8s ql th Sccltb€rtr
Froat which has three Esst-West roads compared to
one on the NortherrL and wtrere the Orel river becornes
a mere stearn on 32 and mrrh less of an obdacle that
the broad river an N2. fast road Eroveoent rras yital to
th€m to avoid being bogged <bum by the snow ufrich
lay heavily everyu,trere offthe roads.

I immediately decided to appoint my most
experienced zubordinate to command the Southern
Front with two thirds of the toops immediatcly
available to re. I was slrocked. to discover how

my forces were, but I allotted the Southem
Front all the heary artillery (a solitary battery) and
both 88mm guns. A firnher cunplication was that *e
were outflanked by Red Forces wtich had brokeo
through h botl the North aod the South and rvhich
might arrive anyu&ere at any moment in uoknonm
strengttr.

As if my burden was not already great enough, I
had to arrange for tbe protection of our airfield m N3
and of four sup,ply dumps on the foru front tables 2 and
3. Reinforcements had been promised me, but I did not
know their cornposition or tinre of arrival. But thiogs
could have been worse - it might have been raining !

At least there were no civilian inhabitants of the
hovels and ruined towns rnhere the peasants are said to
normally live. I understaod the Gestapo had carried out
a survey asking them utat part they wished to play in
the New Order and they had all asked to be p€rmitt€d
to work in the mines and factories of the Fathedand.

With fqces quite ina@uate to stem the Red

BTAUTVJ Y{3I
gAY g:rtxr !
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Hordes I knew wece appa'oaching, we w€re cornpletely
overstretched from the stsrt a$d had to rely upon the

reinforcernents to provide a res€rve. So far as

sternming the Fourth Army offiensive was concernd I
intended to hold a rrail line behind the Orel river with
an outpost line m Nl ad Sl to impose delay and
provide time for the engineers !o blow tlre river
bridges. I then discovered that I had not even beeir

provided with engine€rs aod had to form" trah aod
equip a unit of my own uihich, uiren the offensive
began, instead ofbeing in position at the bridges was

still in tbe base area.

The battle, wh€n it began, p,roduced no real
surprises. Ivan made his msin attack oEr the Southern
Frmt, Partisans emerged all smelly from the marshes

to attack 53, blocking th€ road through Ssrika and

preventing tlrc engineers raching any of the bridges. I
ordered my local cornmander to make an immediate
counter-attack ao{ eided by the few reinforceinents
who had by then arrived, he successfirlly did so,

clearing the road and recapturing the ammunitioo
dump which the enemy destroyed. Whelher this was

intentional or not remains a mystery. Partisans were
seen removing the charges from shells to make fues to
cook their hurdra- Others were seen eating the cordite.
Their behaviour was no worse than that of their other
csnrades wtro shelled hospitals, &ank oil from sheet
lamps and generally behaved in the bsrbarous fashion
yotr would expect frm such a subhuman ryecies.
When ttrey captured oru drunp of propagenda leaflets
only decency prevents me &om telling you what they
did with your potrait. The moral tone of our trmps
remained superior. Some of tlreru even formed an

oftrcial moral circle - I saw it myself.
Flank attacks carne in on 53, against the *irfield oo

N3 and the SovietNaly *ppeared in boats on the Okal
river and I^ake Vala. Mrry iron crosses were awarded
aot least to the o{Iicers commarding the outpost
pooitions on Sl and in froot of Potreyn on N2 (u{rere
the only successfirl b,ridge dernolitiur took place).

Th€y foqht to the last man, but they were bypassed by
the main enerny forces wtrich broke through at Blit on

52 in spite of a gallant resistance by our best troope
ad all the guns. The enemy made little progre$s

beyond the Okal river m tbe Northern &ont, but a

mass of f,sd tnnks enryted into the flank of N3 and

threatened to overnrtr the airfield. At the last moment a
transport aircraft brought ia parachute koops xfio
formed a perimets to protect the airfield and joined by
a trickle of reinforcements the enerny was held, the
local commaader, his morale fortified by presents of
wine, receiving the Knights Cross with Cabbage

l,eaves for his outstanding heroism.
It was at this pint that I ernerged from my bunker

and drove in the special Merccdes you gave me for my
birthday to carry out an investiture at the airfield, but
vften I discovoed you had already s€nt an aircraft with
a load of medals I returned to my bunker. The
Mercedes, you will be relived to know, did not even
get dusty aad wha a Rrissian aircraft appeared I shook

my fist at the pilot wtro promptly fled.
The Luftwaffe ma& a good start, blitzing the

enemy advancc, but increasingly it had to concentrate

on strafing the enany attacking the airfield and, like

lhe troops, *es gra.dually overwtrelmed by the ererny
numbert. The {Iak botteries did great execution
amongst &e ene.my &ircrsft" my personsl 88 (with a
hand-picked crew) doing particularly well.

The battle, Mein Fuhrer, vas lost beforc it began
However the hoops were deployed our resouxces were
inadequate for the task in band Tlrc reinfucemeirts
were mostly sub,standard meo md lroks. ODly two
Tiger tanks belatedly apeeard. Reinforcements
arrived in dribs and drsbs aod had to be fed piecemeal
into the battle. We received nooc of the heary support
guns and tank-hunters you pnomised us. Towed
artillery appeared but uas fortidd€o to ffr tm thc
base area rryhere it might have &ne sorre good.

Amid$ tbe gatherirg &rtn€ss tbe courage and
tenacity of the hoop shme like a beacon of horpe for
the firture. We are all lmking fonmrd to oru Spring
Offensive rphea we slrall show Ivan rryhat a properly
constituted Gernoan Army can do.

Yictory is oum !

E. von Klotz
General

D TES FOR YOIIR DIARY

1993

2nd l,lay
6th June (Painting Competitioa)
4th

lstAugpst
5th S€d€mb€r
3rd Octob€r (Bring & Buy)
TthNovembq
5th Decernbq (painting Comp*iti@ AGM)

1994

2nd January
6th

6th March
3rd April

COMMTTEEMEETING29th

OPENDAY20t1t
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