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The opee d"ay has come ancl goner a.rld 3, bit of a disapointment
this year, &ttendanoe rria.s $iell beLow that of last year d.ue
mainl-;r to the fact that it vr;as a ver;,r irot ciay and. ti:a't a
girqii:,r rr;orr r!:r.g on nt Soi.ithCIrtd.r l'"1'erh:;rless agood seLectj-onuof v,,3.rqames 6lnd trade stancls l'isible as luell- is the Yi.hin,qscuttin3-e:ch other to pieces outsicle, even if they did speiid.
most of the time arguing llith eaoh other and drlnicing
tonur: Jes soppi.t, oi",lru"ary" oni-or- tiie- HiJniiii,T*--Er trr.
shoriv was a vuorklng (l;e11 nea.rly rriorking) rnoclcl of a Chieftr,:r
T:nic made by a Local chap in Souti.borough.
tre ts hope that next year its snor,;ing or raining o:: both,
that v'ray r',,re should be uj] on attenCence"A sma11 profit of S4o
i,r,asmade go itr,",;as not as bad. as all that,
Iastly tire thanks of the v'rhole club shoulci go tc Dennis
Redheatl,.lho organiseri this y€ars open d.ay anci thanks to al1

A club members vrho hel;:ed. ont on the Saturd.ay nnC SunCay.

Ed.i to r

}TEXT CIUB I.dEETIIVGS

SIINDIJ*septernber ?th (tst Sunday of each month) :2, 15 p.m
at St Ihomas's Ha1I, Vale [venue, Southborougho

TUBSDAY. September L6th (frO Tuesd.ay of er.ch month) .. Y F.rrlat the Iinperial, trondcn Road., Southborough.

FECEhTT IMtrTIIIGS

A"PRII., l-980 i 0n1y 30 thls month and. ? ganes including
a Renassiancp , Seven Years lTar, Na*lloleonic,
and. adesert \i'i';E, also a \/lAAth l:i1i2 and 2
board.games.
C0]'/1P. ITYIIINERS: Unit; , Figure , a.nd yehlcle

grouped together as l-aclc of
entries 

"trufti,;affe l[a":r: ]I.Davis

Ir{.AY leBO :

iilo ?
I 9ro

Good. B.ttend.:*rce with 46 present anC g games
Prominent game wa$ a massive N aBoleonfc
beti.;een .A111es (T.lol.I,i. S) and. French ( S.E.1,.i;,1" G)
rr,rith_about 7.players a"siie . Othe r games uiereNapoleonic, ,L.li"f and. ltr.C.TIo ;i54ram- Cowboys
ano. fnCie.ns ski_rrhish , Z Renassaince games, a
',-tu1 navel- and. Kin$ryak_lr w€re other g*t;*.
COL,[P. I{II\T]irERS: UnIt ; Knights ; C.ir{cLeoi:

Figure i tr'rench }vlarshal ; P.trr,liLsonYehicI6i Corvette; T,Shoebrid.ge

Fair attenrlange-ur.it! 41 present and. g gD"ileso
Games inolud.ed. Z ],{ed.eivals, a Napol_eonic, PRenassiance gemes one be ing betr,,,ilun poiiitr -ano

{rench, the other a cha,:rpi6nshi,: g.f.:le-'i..t*r".nParliamentarians ana Sr,,ri-ss? ;: *-Z ilSOOii pratlce
Eane for the }lationals ancl /r time iri"i game betwwen17th centrv Porish anir /Jrcient },iacec.oir Xns-(;;iil;;*,. \ ..'. - --- -*'"1 
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Jirri ie80:

unusu.el) rounJ.c.l- t?-i;rgs cff ,--l.sc bor.r:,3r.::es of
Iin.cerium and. Greuaiier rere r,'isible"

col,iP. ',,IIlt]TdERs: unit; -?re i sel: uni't; T.Foster"
Figure ; ilou-se carl; 1-.Po'.r'e Ii.
Vehicle; i-,'ater i,"-€orl; D.Hopkin.

45 rnembers present this month and 10 games including
a very lm;oressive t/soatn lr,iocern u.s.s.R verse s
IiT.,'-.I.0 nattte run b.y Ge orge Gush anC Paul Colbroolt "There was another L/500tln lu{.od.ern, 2 Renassi-anoe,
2 iT,'Z {fZne- games and- a lSrln ;tncients betweefi l?omans
and fnrliaJrsa Eboartgan€se one being a fanta-,sy game
cal1ed- ItDUlIEil 

a

C0l/IP.ITIXEIERS: U:r.it ; ir'ilrttembergers ; *,But1ero
Flgure ; Sultan Mohurnnre{; D.Hor:kin.
Vehisle; I,.,R"D.G j eep; ?,BernarCj_ o

itig!*!o-]S a,i_o the club i:ad a special onr Cr.;"'r,,eeti.ng:.nci this featu.r-eeaL/YZn:'scp-le Crmiri,-ri3n of the vrrar ln funisii,,.iurln! ilte second.,,vorl-d.
'vuar "Iiere folIo"uts aoccunts cf hcth Ge rnan enc', Srii;igh sic.es of yier,;
anC i:oirr they both r.lcn the war.
T1 E;
tfl}iP
]VI-I

stly the German's o,

^-L,TD'Tn'l.fV J --jii I .lif, gr' IlirTISIl; BY J v RtsII

Our ,l::o-bIe_ms +p -Tun+siarwith the ,titiericans anC tLe Xreneh apprcnehinefron'bhc L'Iorth l,est a,nd. the British frrlr the South was tc L.lft and,-ii eosi-:,i.tile, cLefeat them es f-.r e"iu:"y f::om thier final o -bjectlves;
Glaucor:a aud Hafsa,as l:ossibLe.In vle'l'i of the a1liec] superiority innunbers of all- arxls and., ;:articulary aircreft, l.;e had t-o Hofc',-ti:em inbroken countrJr where vuel-I d1g in iLefr:nd.ers r;ould be at an *.er'*ntng"and;:revent them from brea.lciig out into the open Cesert in the noitleast_irlhere, in a crmitaign of iovent, E;€ coulil be out nanoeu\,'re ecL and"wculd. be sittlng nens(II for his airforce,fhe trruo east -ui,est highuays in the north through the polesterine jlass
and. Bi"is v'Jere obvlous-thrust l-ines for the Amelicans a,nd i aske<llvlarsh.al Bombasticor in comrnand. r:f the ltalian Division lriapo1i, to ho3l6--d' a. good c'efensive line in the hil1s provid.ing-"-iontinous linefrom the ext.r:eme north to r1r9 ineluding tire }oteEterine pass" Dug inYuith his tanks e++ gu" s in the pa.ss lt5e1f, ii sirouid haye been.ruellv'rithin l;he capacity of the lularsha1 tu offei. p"oio11J.i resibtance.
In the soutl.r f oriLeredr the German Para Bn to cilg in along phe l-ineof the Viad'i El ASo 9o the sea to blook the oUviSu"s 

-eritish 
line ofaclvance ldorth r-rp-th-e coast r??d: Tt;t ur""u arlo.bted a lieb battery tocover' 'the roarl itserf and a gg-Biy bn thier e:ctreme-right, co'eringthe track betroueen tbe hl1Is and. tte sand. d.unes. t,ty--e""*** ?a.nk Bnand he?"vy Tunt,coy, (ege r"s*ni. b;t ,*a;r the oonlana or the fir.nkBn for fire orderi) were dr-ig in in the hlIIs abcund .liiffe facinq

east. t'he German },Ioterised. Infantry Bn held. the bacli door to this
position lvest of Krum.

Assumlng that the Brltish ?i,ould. act in a rational hiilltary manner
I e;cpected them to ad.vance north to the li,,radi H" Ago and, flnd.lng it
heaverly defendedrc. feel for our fLank to the mest and. try to find
a way roundn
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In d.oins so they l,loul-d-come up aqa.inst oer. d'ug in +rmour and lrtil] s3y
,i,iio*tid"oi.,iu"d""to"'EtanA-itif f- a"nd, shoot, the exce;:'biou of one Coy ef
tinrcs soui.h oi pirie nho, rirhen the €Berny sss eufficlentry heavliy
committec virould..d"rive forrsard and strike them ln the flank anrL rear
igffi;;iIon'if,,or) "-t i:oF"a by this means to destroy a si$fificent
crorori;ion of the enemy armotrr l'uhich r'rould' thcn be to weak to break

tiir;;;l, oui Para Bn" fh-e English. General iu'iontg0i/]el:;r s.fruck a siniLar
blow figainst General RommeL at the battle cf AIam }lalfa.My plan r,uas

f or tEe armour to move swiftly throughr. the h;-11s via Eiffe and Krum
srr,Jeep north anc] then east to }tu-'l, a gork in the'nottle fornecl by the
Polesterine pass virhere I antloipated the Amerlcaris v,;ou-1d be attacliing
the Italians, r,'riith one Coy of .I-ight tanks detached to rald the
Al-lies on1.y iirfield. at Setly"(0peration Ta.lkeirir, The illech Bn v,ras to
cctile into reserve at the north east exlt_of south faes uirere they
could assist either the Italians or the Para Bn as nessss?.ry.

In the event the British A*'ou.- Arnou-red Brigacle chose to :u-sh
b1ind.1;r forwar.d in the best Britisir trad.ition of the Cnarge of the
Fire briErade(g). I'irst they atta.cked" r,viyh part of tliei: &xficr:1
agai:rst the'.vilestwa::d end of thB I'a:ra Bn;os''cion on the trra,oi.I ,:rcLered
fSrvuard. tjre }Ieavy Tank Coy(Tiger Tanjcs) rvhich feIl on thier f1a,4--
and drorre then back ln headlong fiight.f f, vri&s then repo::teG. that 1
strong attack with arnour fiias being made against the easternend" ot
the PIra Bn i:ositionby the coast r6ad(our Elrpngest se.ctor; .

At Last riy ey.es urhere poen-the Brltish hact actual-Iy exBosed their
flenk and rear to the vrihole of my armourl LIiIitary chiokencocps"(g)
T immecliately ord.ered. the Tai:k Bn to move east to d estroy liie rempants
of the Brltish armour ue&reating f:'onr their first repulse.e.fhe Bn
Comman,i.er attackeC wlth great spirit but, Eearing in mind als ord.ers
for Yalrceiri, he then r'';ithdrerv. f reaiised that the enemy arnorr-r had.
been insu"fficiently vreairened. $o justify Yallceiri and, f or0ere,i. the
Tank tsn to re-engage the British armour, annihalate it and. then
continue eastvuard to stlike their mai-n body in the flank as lt strugg-
Ied. to cross the wadrl* I now had. the op;:oriunisy,to destroy the EriEish
Armourcd. Brigade" I sent the }iea.vy Tank Coy eastfi unoer the command of
the ,Para Bn snd summoned the hiech Bn r,;hich moved. thr0ugh souih paes
and canre u,o in support. fhus my entire Serman Battlegroup mias conoen-
trated against the tsrltish, their attack across tl:e wacil vrias heLd and
the att,aekers were yaken in flank and rear. A11 our Gerrnan oomrnanders
and. their men oarrieo out their orders in an e;cemplary fashlon, Ituould be interestlng to knovr ritrhat story the Britlsh General told at
}:is subsequent Court ],[arshal.

fhe German victor"y r;as, a1as, marred by t]:e performance of the ltallanc
ydhether by accident or design(the::e have been ugly rumours),- i';iarsl:aI
Eombasticb so arranged affairs that vllien the Anerlcans attacked in the
3ol-este-r:ine Pass th;Ital-ians tanks lrrheee not there" I had asked. Bombas-
tico to perform a simple defensive task for r',rhich hls troops vuhere bes'b

suitecl. but even thls as it turned. ou'c r,vas e-rpecting too much of the
spagetti (+) eaters. I vrras then kionapped by the Italians and. to my
disfiust, ccnfined in a bun]ie:: 'wlth Bomastico n I suggested that ' to the
Italian }Iarshal, he might shoot himself( v,rhich any German GeneraL nou1.c
have icne) , but-even tE:-s honourable gesture vras to nru-ch for him. I x'l4.3

then rescued by the Araerlcans - the greatest people on earth" I undrer-
stancL that Bop.bastico has now become an organ grinder and one can on15r
regref,t that }.e did not dlscover his vocation earlier.
Jimmy \landerbllt forr:rerly Col-onel - General Von d.er lClotz of the
famous German Afrlca Korps, U*rron his ciipture by the US Arny he a':plied
for A.nerican citLzenship-wlulch i';as rea.d11y granted v;hen he reveal-e'i.
that a.i1 along he had^ been lwading the German resistance to Eit1er and.

the Nazis. AfIer the v,rar he narried ttre Coca-Cola.heiress Alimony
yandert;ilt, former rvife of Tranklyn Ya.nderbllt Ju/nior anci, changing
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s name t,r irers campaigneC for both the Re*eublican and Dernocratlc
esj-clent:lal Cand.idates simultaneously (is this a record.) . Elrtering tire

fast food hrriiness he forrnd.ed. the fa.mr:us chain of 'rAfri.lcail eati:r.g
liouses specialising ln Afrihairurgres, Pa.nzerstea-ks aird real, old fash-
j.oned ha:ic1 'burned [exan Karo;:fengruppesu I{e now lives in retirement in
(-ia.iifornia ancl can frequently be seen d.riving one r'lf his collec'1,&.on of
Iilr.tage ;atriis bov,,a"rcis a rival eatine ea,ting house"

trlootnotes'mfFres:ffiably he means lsitting d.uckstn
l2) The tr,ight Brigaoer surely"
l3) lfincrinjroops ?(+) Spaghetti is banneo at all JLfrilca eatlng houses"

By Russell Eandsr:no

aND Noyil l.,lir allrtrs stORY.. !... o.

Ttt\TISIlt".. . (An eye vrltness accoult) BY
1

Graham Cl:arLes,
Command er i4th Armoured. Brigae,:)

Ilaving rohled the enemy back to Tunisia where'Ll:eyhad. taken up ciefensj-ve
i:ositio.i:.s it uras qecided ln trond.on that with the assista"nce of the
Americarlsa turo pronged. assult should b.e nnaci.e by us, A perioii of inacti-
vity in Africa igaii had the Russizurs/ complaining abbut their shoucler-
ing tle entire Allied. burd.enand it appeareC to irr/inston that a qulckI\[op upr p;:e.r:ation in Tunisia uiould clear t]re ]'[ed.d-lterranlan and. enable
a Landitig in south tr'rance, Sicil-y or Greece to be plannedo

The d.ate was set for Z4th tr'eb 1-943, when A1lied. strengh bulId. r;c viioitld
give us tl:e greatest ma"terial advantage over the erreffifr

I{y plan v,ras to talce the most direct route up the coast road." and. capture
at l-east Glavcona. [he Americans I thot-:"ght vriould be harcl. put to f,orcethe east'-irvest road. on the north coast or one offi the more southly Basses
and I felt that the British should talce ti:e greater r"rei,qht of the fight-
ing lf possible. As events \,vere to shoi,"; thls is rihat ultimately happen-
ed. thro:rgh fauLty German positions aggravated" by tl:eir seemlng-maniato ti*lpe us out and. all-or,ved. the:Americans to al-most uralk throulh the
irveaicly held positions further north,
I concentrated my forces in the Ed.ge.uiiare Road area. lily;llans x'\rere made
litt I-'r,vqg 9?ger for lnformation: Our alrforce r:ias inpoyent untrll-
lhe airfielcl ai Setiv vuas caSgfurrecl by the tr'rench anci gireiieans",.vly best(and alm*st only) source of informailon ceme fro.::. Grahams p;i;";;
ffrny - 115ea_tion-of-my 9v{n - v,rhlch ably 1e<1 by Co}one} ylad.lnrlr Cook(Iate of the Icj.ngll Qvr"_Foyef Bedpan nelt) aasiringly movea his-juJpu
t'Lp toi,uartls Bolsa Airfield." I{oping to Looate a gap tirrough tfre glrmins
lines j-t riras his intention to a,ssls b my main ".Esurt by iavaging the
erremy l-ines of commuinication and f hoped knoek out e,ny ene6y drtllj-er
1Y thai;-rnlght be found. ina.d.equateLy protecteC m1les Uetiind the enemyfront l-ine. Co1-ono1 Cook found tirat he harl v.,ralked into an eroemjr pa.nzer
qquadron. Both_myself and General fan postei: (lcting American b"0 inrlightinl ?irn }'reeman enforced Absence* a result of*earlier over
indulge.:.ce_in the notorlous Cafe a.e DeLices&treme back in Oran ) ex*
Pected lo find. the German Heavy Tank Coy together vuith Tnfantry back ina central- resel've postion anrl lttherefore cam.e as somthine of i drtdsurprise to firid. it Located. so far fonruards. Hovuever this"irvas soiniiningof a bonus for us. 0he nen Tiger [ank ryith r,;hich this ]Ieavy Coy l.vasg{triped with vuas regruted to oltgun anything l.'re had ag ti:e iime"end-v,as
fm,oerri.ous to any of our gwls except at c15se range, ff I could foreethe eneily to commit these tan,cs at an early stage f need. not worry
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about "running into ther,r as the battLe progressed.

Sending r\ctlng Corporal Peter Ergla:rd. and- a sq.uadron cf Crusad"er tanlcs

into a iicsltion v,;est of v,;irere;ry maln assault l',;ould- go f hoped he coul'l
coyer rrry j,ef; flank and hol-d. of any enemy ( incluc.ing these Tigers)

that vuou-r-d otherwise blunt.ruy attack. Io conviee tlie enemy that thie
rvas the nain jssr"ft General*Taylor al-so ad.vanced with a squadron of
Syuarts" :lincling the emeqy irosiiion_frontally fairly vuea-lc both sguad.-

;6il-a;;s;th;r ivittr a compaiy of inf;;ntry)were. a"ble to ma{c? go.od. 
.

;;;;";;*"r"*a *o"i,f have brotc"en right thriugh the-Gerrnans l-1ne but for
the Germans "o**ittir.g these [igeis l,uhich pr0ceed.ed to d"o greatd.an:age
to our crlsad.ers o

By th:-s time I had put in my reain 1sg9"ult and" ord.erecl General Taylor
t; svring east to asiist it " I hoped. tnai Corpo.::al &igland could. hold
on in his secror anA feep B'ne eneny.tan-ks at_bayg, fhi,: p-roved" not-to L'e

iii*-"uue and o", cr"*adei Lquadron- ( much rec,uceci) \"'res forcecl to farl
bac],.. Cerman rashress had. hor,.,;el'er c.:st them d.ear, Teir Tigers pursulng
cur tan1.* through our ovun infantry lines hai. cost them 5 figers d.ama-

;;a by Vr ritrE fire (tnese tarJcb y,rere later repaired- as we were
forced. to r"tir* ana fatel. provecf a furthel nu-isance.- Tn fact throt:--

;i.;;i the Aays-confiict the gernans v.,er-e able to re;:air most of their
rlamageci tanks wl:ereas vrie, atilays retiring, haa" to ab:i.ndon ours) '
Informatlon wqs recei-rerl by n:y H.Q of Germa,ir arniour moving south ea'st

ancl appearing to come aroirnd. Lel:incl ou-r eeneral leager position'
I viras l-oathe to blunt oot *l"ir.-iss"ait l! divertins. tanlcs to hold' up

the enemy bri.t our chaps in iront d.io net ap;:ear to be confrontlmg much

and" obviously;;t;;;rry flanking movement hid to be stopBed' I gati:erer;'
up my::einaining--"r";;;#;i-G;k; being in the main li"G) troops an6''

various uncorlrriltted. trooj:s ana sent t[enr of to t}:e left v'Jere tirey v'Jere

abl.e to lini( up toith Acting General Erglano ( ne1v1y promoted' for hls
exploits against the figers ) "

I got a shock, The Germans had disposect cf their ,e.l:mour in a clispersed'
manner and my informatlon led me to bellve that this flanking movement

consls{;e0 of a s*luadron - which rny tanks cou-icu easily handle' I still
berivecl to ti iu-rloirr[-ir,"t the Ge?mans had a reserve of tanks somewhe re
behind. their o,,r*-positlond. T/hat }"ue founcr was the entire G91i:1ry Palrzer
force consisting 6f about 16 tanks. lrlevertheless, -I -had coffidence in
that General'riEfuno-and General Tayl-or ( having ciri*,"en hard- to take
comma,.id. of part of thls for.*l coufh cope anrl f Crivrted my attention
back Lo our main assault "

the time had. some fo:: me to move fon,;ard to see the situation for
*Vs.fi:. f ;ioineo Genei:a1 Brian SimmonJs and hls comhlned -iorce of
ififan";ry and. $ra:rt tanks and. reclu;sted. him to speed up his aseau-lt on
iffsfl1 e]"Agro."I wou1d. like to ad.rajt to to being cgncerned. that if our
assaul-t l',,as cielayeii the German tanks might have time to intervene.
Faced onl-y Uy Gelman infantr.y-though,',';e11 dug in and,- fronted'-i:;r the
Tg;di r-I[bugfrt-"-rupic-ior*i'i-o thrLst regardloss of loss ',voulcr overwhe

-alm ti:e d.efenees ana open the the roaa to Glaucoma' AII aIlled'
artillery opur,"a op on ihu German posltion aid.eci" by a large aerial
attack. fh* C."*nrrpositions were C,'a.maged brit casulties appeareo 1ight"

at this potrnt tvro Ital-1an f-ight bonrbers flevr cYeI- mv {{:Q position.
Bofors opurud ',1p-"-n,i*one was'-si.ot d.olrno Unnerved by- this the other
pl-ane openec llp in error on the Germans positions l''riping. out. a German

machine Eun position. Our'drants rushed. lorwaras and alyhough one got
CIogg*o r[ tni w"ai another got. througl this and the en]amy rninef ieod
and infiltrated the enemy-pEsitions" E:emy minefiel<t (casu)'ttes 

'Slri"iiii'il;a novu built- oi-ana their position l-oolre,i. tenuous. At this

I
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Yery moment the enemy tanks showecr. up having almost vuiped out actlng
unpaid cheif latrlne orfferly -Etrgland Is forces( l:e having been mapid"Lydemot ecl) 

"

At this point however Let roe switch to other more su-cessful eventsocolonal coc,k having broken clean thro*gh the German lines had ca,pt_ured Bolsa airfleld ancl moved io l*iiu'ran into.a ;oair of rtalianfield guns v'rhish ]rad beeru supportifuag-f tari.un troops ig the Poresterinepass. Eushlng into their rea,r-he sn6t u;3 one and tire other rapid.lyl-imbered' up and' escaped.. nucoyinel;; Jnemy ny then heading d.ue eastthe GPh then switchee, north y,i,;iE ii."V'suah.eniy-"in.' to flnak alrfield"catching planes refuring or lanairrg i[" entire"eerman /tta"Lian airforcevvu&s either destroyed. or forced to Erashland"
At this sa-rf,e time r had ordered my armoureo car unit to speed.,-1g toGLaucoma passing a].ong tne veryr ciirr top past the Germa:: front linepositions" Destroying a Nebelvulrr"r-uaitery on the way this forcereached Glaucoma,ineie it atia.c[ea-th;-eerhan--H:a-"in- the ensuingf ight tl:e town. car:.ght fire and the Desert ro,< v,ds=*iru to srip a.vi,aythough pur:suecl_-hoti!_ ry our i;;; ;;";;;"g armoured cars. Thus lt cemeabout that at i{afsa"noin-itariin-ur.a-*Ci""*n commanders met vriith theGPa attacking from trre weet ana our--aiiour.a cars atiacJiing froi: ti:esoutho From henceforth no ord.ers 

"ooio--ue issued by either commanc.eto thei"r troops.
whiLst the Brltish position in t]:e south looked grave the movement ofaLI German tanks agalnst us haci arro"ea- th_e arneri"ans and. French inthe north a very edsy time lnd.eed ni:e riiiiil;-;ffioIt ,rithout tanksuPFort had at almost all points b*urr. ootrrumnere,i aio. outflankec and.it vras crn1"7 a matter of tile-.bgfop.e they vrror.',.ld be in fulr retreat e.,er-ywhhre''/r/hateYgrjlow happened. in the so[fii the u"ttiu uras v,oa. As theBritish at v/ad'i S -Asro-ir"ru forced to go over to the d.efensive ancr.face the German- tryk;, the "qmeri"""u-["8rue through and heacled. to Hafsa"As air a'ttacks brcke up the Gernian tank attacks tire *xis coinmand-erehutidled together in a d'ugout in lIafsa. -ruu 

Foxrs spirlt v,;as broken andapparen$IJr only prevented from surr*naurirrg by Cu"i,r"r Hurstissimothreating him" as er: ameritan fLametr:row-er irvas pointed" in the rlfles1lt of the dug out both cominanders rinarry su-rrendered..
The $ern:'an swodd viras broken. As all axls forces on the 3;frican conti-n-
fil:rl;:t down their arms r vrras 

"i"""av--*"roi"e 
-pru"* -ro, 

a 1a.nd.ing on

FORTI{C oltrlI .- l!-l -t' SACTIOI{S

Airfl:c and th,: rest.
"'irf 1x

Some inforliatit,n about Kits etc su-Fposedly being mad.e by iVlatchbo:<,

accoroi::g to rvrri'IS inember ran^xroster, rtalian rnfantrJi are to be Brod._uqed in the air"fit range of ,00 u""il rigr"u." {f tru-L, tiris is rvounoer-rur n.YVS for those inEerestea i;-;;"-r;Estern a."urf "rampaigns 
of \rff,E rI{ithero, rrve have had endless africa lrorps but no riallans e\.,en fromItalian firms, when of "oor*e a farg"-*'";o"it;r--of-ar.id tr.oops in thwdesert were ftalian ancl not German."rn adcliti-on , airfix are--6rinsing--out a staghound armoured. cay(us builtused' b"y the Britlsh 1n Lg4+-5: fimou-s na:.nry for u:rhandiness comroaredy:Il_ tne bArt Daiml"r) .-0,id ciroi."-t"t "*elcone 

ar1 the sEi.me.anyone lnterested' ln, &s T BR, 1n ii/',fr air-nnfir".r r,riir welcome Airfi;;rs



re-iss11g cf their it!sqqlltinued ir,n;vi- a,ircraf t -lrits* tLre Bristol niEhtcr
ancl I{anrroo"ranii-anA-Rbtt-ir}iiline 

"aiir'ippeaieu-recentry, ancl I imafiine
the Albatros and. Rolana CII w111 not ce long aelayed"' The Camel hae
neen reissuedr too, but in altered formu the home-d.e$ence version lvith
one Yickers a.nd. one wing- mounted" trevuis instead of the normal tivin VicI-::
lers. The unarmed Ar,'ro 50+ tras also re-a.peard.ed, s"nd- Airfix alreactry
meke tne Fokker Trii;Iane, Sgpwith Pu;r an'J SBed iIIf "ldewest at the tir,:e of rnriflng js e.n.L.-tq scal-e 'fDesert STrongpoint" vui'bh
plast-'.c base, ruined- north-nErika -it{ style buildlng, anf, the VIjI and
ttttZZZ ernourdd. car from the Airfix Recce set.

itatcirlpX

Are becoming incresinly the firm the vuargamer must turn to for new
models" They are bringing out an 00 scal-e leylana Caravrm (comrcand ve-
hrcle) , a Somau- and. a tt5g ( two very tr'telcome Freneh tanks: iIeller
make a Somau and. R35 in this scale but for soine stupid reason they
are'nt iilported. into F,nglanc) . tt Churchill bridgelayer(sorr5, t'im)
fol}oe,-s, and. eoming up in Ie-ter times shoulci be tr'ord and Hu-mber utilit
-ies and Kerrier and. Chevrolet 3 tonners" Thankgoocness (at LASI ]cits
for the ubiquitous British/Canad.lan 5 to:eners, unaccountably ignoreC
in tflctn sdute by kr'c manufacturerd so fa.rl)'A humber scout eir a.no.
Dainrle.r armourecl car (aIread.y available from l{asegawa) are also
cont ennplat eC..
ivlatchbo;s figures 1n C0 scale are soon to be ioinea by Japanese infant
-ry of l,/I.Itrz, (inEluding heayy machine guns etc ) and. an AliiZAC (Australia
and. L.[et; Zealend. ) set.

IT01r0

AS many,ruill know, the old X'R0G range, not-r prod.uced. in the iJSSR. l'Io
nnilitary modeis, but for the II,r'I/1 air battler the range inclu,des a
Bieriot(Ihe Gross channel aircraft, but can be used as an earl-y - l.rar
F1-erl-,:t " l,tiIitaire" ) . A Yickers "Vimy" is also usef uI, especially a.s

Unii"lce the original Frog model , which was of the d.emilitarised Alcccil
andl Brovrrn Trans-Xff-antic aircraft, the \Tovo one is fu11y equip;:ed. iqrith
gun positlons and. gunnersr/rctual)*y the Vimy vuas ju-st too late for the
war, i.,ut it d.oes piovide a'rtyplcaL" heavy bomber at inoed-ibl-y l-ow cosbo

All ln al-I a promisirng futui'e., esFecially consid.ering recent doom-1aden
prophesies about rr no more L/76th milita,ry kits 'r etc.

By George Gu.sh

KENTS ,jAgI:tii0-rt III{E (:) by lvtike Klrk
No doubt l.tre've a,11 seen examples cf concrete blockhou-ses throughout
the lengh og Britaftn" Usually the largest concentratlons are on the
coast, virlth only ones or tklos scattereci, a,t strateglo points, inland."
Therefore, r'ihen I recently travellad on the Padclocir .Yltood to l',iaidstone
raiL Lj.ne, I was amazed. to see iust how many there are along the north
barnk of the river l{edway betiveen trast Pea.lcham anc Liaid.stone" Presumabl..y
they where to form a major defence line 1n the event of a German
i-nvasion "fhere are I (probably more) covering abou-t ? mlles of the river bank.
There appear to be two main types; one bein.g a briclc built pentagonaj./
hexagonal structure, perhaps i5 feet across, which allows rlfles to be
fireo from afew sIits. It r,.,,ou1d. prori'iaesbhEter from near misses, but
Bresuma6l5, couldr not rivlthstand a direct hit. [he other type is a maesive
rectangular concrete structure , about '20-30 feet Iong. Each has a Lar63
-eoperlng (presumably) for a machine gun , as well as rifle sllts.
these rru0uld have beet: much toygher op,Dosition.

-,.



Linfortun?!ely aIl of- th-ese o.ef enge .0Qsi.!ions. alti:o,leh coveri-ne therj-ver_ wei1,. hre completly exposed and" ebsily'r'isible"froin tfrE--EouTii side-perhaps the veget?li9n Iia,s verjr different- in thosel daysl m;ih;r t[isLine coul.d have held is i.ebatable.- the .i,tecli,vay, althou"gir uide in pLaces
onLy has d?up.t;atei'by virtue of the numerou-s iock gatEs, which ciulrihave been destroyed.
Although I ha.ve not studied the British defenceu in the south east, I
,oresur,le m,cst most of the m?.il rivers e.g the Stour and the Rornney &tarshcanal, fii€re similary ,oefended. ll.'here is-probably a bociy of opini[nthat consj-ders these structures to be ugly monsirosities that shouLdbe demolished" Perhaps in a hunclred. yeais- they *u.y U" as well thcughtof as any anei-ent ].till fort or castlb.

.P n - jr A rTnurir -11 rl Lx TIT T]CT
u J))) n

by George Gush

I'tany readers will have seen advertisements fo:r these moules, from
ryIi-"t you, ca! _c3qt yor:.r ouun model soldiers, in magazines such &srltilitarY liIodellingl . There is a rirg"-r*nge of moulee for lgtl: cent-?ry soldiers, which are 40 mm serai-fIat r:_[ures,--;].4-re-entry-rriir"
August.irave begr:n to prod.uce a, range of moulcts for fulI - rounded2? *T figures specially intend.ed. for warge-mes..4Iair number of Nia.poleo-nie infantry and caval-ry, p1t1s horses, ale avairauill ;;ilh-* riuiiiir,napol99lic 91111 ancr artillerymen. lt'iseiy, the flgu-res aye all rankersnot officers ( oI-vuhrtch tl!e- fev,r needeci" oan easily be b;;G;tl.-'ffi"ientsare the next moulds to be acldect to the r&nge.I.,argeIy out of curiosity, _f bought-tvuo-of ffie-rvargam"s mou14s, one fora French ldi:.Boleonic Grenad.ier( rre can also be paiitecl as a voitigeur,or 

"ruith 
his epaulettes fil-ed down, as a fusili-ir, nrra can be used. forman)' other troops ln Freneh sryle'unlforms). Ttha other is a i-ightcavalry horse,--moulded completb rmith saod.leclothe anB suitable formost l,ancers, Ilussars eb&.fhe moulds, which cost f,l--Ebp _eqch, are two-part, of a very hard brackvulcanized rubber, which I r,ryouId. lmagine rvouid. b; capable cf turningout several hund'red figures r,vithout dmamage. Each rnould. isaccompainieaby tv'ro squares of hardEoard, betrveer. *r.igr, it is placed to be clampedtogethero n,or this job, prinee August s;ii "-stio-"!*,iiru clip for 3bp.

#d.,',*".f.ts-q1es are solid. and vue11 pBoportion_e_$, a genuine zbmro fittimg w
i;5ii""*38'h"t{8"fff*{+'flg"itaE"at.riS;isgli;ird*rita"gFSlgi"iy'isu.gtt
led and clami:eci !h"y arE practically i";" of ftash, exceps where thepouring channel' joins the figure.. ?i:ey are &oceptably o.etliieal-rliid'etail anc' d'efinition are noi quite u; io the st""d"ig of commercially
fiil!*ff:- figures. r doubt thet bhis r"r-ouLd. be notice*rr. o.o" e"int.o -

Geneially they ca"nne out fairly yrell, provid.ed. the moulci was dusted., aSreccomen,1"d, v,rithtaLc, or F,ren-ch chark, but i d.tA experience a falrnumber of failures, pirticurarry *ii[-ii." horse, which only cast fravu-Iessly about once i.n two or thrtu ui["*pt.. oi coursJ, jrou can meltdovm three-legge$-fail-ures and start *g*ir-., but th:fus doee waste time.Prlnce August"Euir-ina;td"";-';";;iil f,E[*r, bFt t]re one r got, at79p, proyed. to be onli enough to "uEt "n""i iir-i o"*".', makimg themli'toRE expensi-ve than the comfierical artlcle, so r certainly would rnt
reeommend. using this materla.l, ji,telted do',l;n'biis ,;d-;ieces of frashand broken figu.res elc ca.rl be a sourc"--or.nut"riir;;; a mixture of?insmith Is sotder ano-piumbers soLder,:.obtalnable in sticks fromironmongetsr though not cheapo Tinsmitiiis solder mi,cecl oviti orairrr"ysheet lead from a-build.erts merchant is probablt t[;-oheapest, thoughnot the best, a11oy to usea

I
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lltrhen cas'uing, the instructions slould b.o carefully:;fffiffSffiXTi€ff fol'l'owed'
and. r wour-d" add one of my o*iii-"r-6Jie ilie easting- to coolfor sCIme-

time in ttre mould before oru"*i*S-or trying to-re6ove it- (a) otherwise
you w11r rrurn'fi;";;ii'ini'read."stays soii and. breakable for sometime,
after it has "bpJr"nily solidified, ancl at this stage it 1s very easy
io .ui*ir the fj-Eure vuhen trylmg !p renove it'
ei,i"i" nug"it [EufOs can be"bo[ght from-supereast l,td, Blan1cet Rorr;,

H;ii. gur"rsQ,. by mail order, oi oirectly from liamley-s-9! Regeit-st,
I;h;i.-."p.rui" :.it shop'is now cLosecl by the rvay) . Y/e}ling ltlod.el
lifor1d. 1Ig Bellgrar,'e rC. r lrfelling, Vfool and Craft Centre' 5X? Station
nal niLrgess H1lir or Medfiuay Craft Centre_, 319 trigh Street, Chatham.
I am qulte uuilling to lend the moulds I have, and my clip and. casting
spoon, to any c1u6 member urrho wants to tly thera,r+d-p:Il"!:^_._?u1,,,
himsel.f a unit-;;-two, nut borrov,rers vuill neecl (a.) e gas stove {b)- if
a-Junior-, *iitien peimission fron parents- ru i-19"r$_wanS to be hel-d
,ulponsihie for l-itil-e Johnny oovering himsetf wlth moLtern 1eaclI At
any agee in fact, moltern metal ls to be hand.l-rd. with e-trene care
and caution"

THE N,I.PERORS i$A3OI,JON'I S OV'I}I ACCO {l}{? OP fiiE BATTIT @}T 5th JA}TURARY

By RusseLl Iianson.

Upon the nevrrs of the assembly of a Prussian arirty, treacherously bouglit
by Ergi.lsh goLd., the lhperoe, d.etaineg "!y reasons"of state in ParLs,
ii:strlctecl Ine Cirief of- Stafi, General Berthier, to concentrate the
available Corps arrd. march agalnst them.
Berthier marched vuith tfre fE[l--iinO- "n,t 

IIIrd. Divisions comrnanded.

respectivly by Generald Ne5r, lTansauty and Poniatowski,sui:tmoning-_Seneral
d.e Beauharnais, v,rith two r-egiments of Cavalry_ and..a battery of Horse
irtiii"ry, to jion him at t6e likely point of contact of the two armies.

General tserthier encounted. the lrfr.ssian army, oomillanded by the sinisttr:
black bea.rcled General Vfrangles, ln a desolate region of lovr hi1ls and
;;;a $ (s"e skeg.ch map) . D6pfojring the Ist Division on the 1eft, the
IIIrd Dlvislon -on the right and t[e IInd Dlvislon in th e eentre, General
Berthier immediatLy orcen6d. fire with his artillery, sileneing part-of
a Sr"ni-nittery tfr"e Piussians had deployed. ln their centre. tr'or this
AeeO- tfue gunners y,iere a,,rard.ed the legion Or honneur, the first of many
such awards earned on this da,Y .

Genera,l Nev, impetous as ever and. anscious to strike the first blov;,
began a general ad.vance on the left preceedred by tvoo regiments 9f
cavalr;. liho ari.vanoed tor,rard.s a mass of Prussian/ infa.ntry, forclng them
to forh squar*. fhis w&s too soon and. the regiments were foroed baok
by the endmy fire. The Ist Dlvlslon vrras soon heavlly engaged. along most
o? it's froirt, repulsing repeated ?russian attacks by both_infant_ry and
cavalyy o The'lmpLtuosily of the tr'rench, fired with the ardour of Ney
ancl determined to punish the Frussians for thelr treachery, was neaaly
their undoing. General Berthler mangged" to restrain them before it was
too labe and.-Genera1 Ney began to concentrate his Division on a"nd behlnc,
a lorr; hiII.
0n the right the IIncl Divisj.on started" forltrard but, on seelng a mass
of enemy cavalry breasting tire lovl'hii1 to hls front, General Nansauty
pruclentL;r ad.opted^ a strong defensive position, severly punlshing those
-enemy cairalry-fool1sh eno[gh to approaoh. Tlu strange manoevures of
the "enemy cavalry deqonstrEtecl their lack of training ancl the confusion
that existed. id the enemy high commancl.

In the centre, General Poniatoruski ad.vanced. the light infantqf -of the
fTnd. Dlvision which harrassed the advaneing Prussian columns, forestall-
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ing a heavy attack by the main weight of the 
general along the whole front, the. Prussians, 
numbered the FreT).Ch, falling in heaps. 

enemy, Firing now bec?,me 
who considerably out� 

"

General Beacharnais 1 s force, marching to the sound of the guns, now 
. surprised the enemy cavalry on their flank but, against ovenvhwlming 
odds was forced to withdraw, the horse artillery galloping to join the 
main army. His di vision w_as a timely distraction to the enemy cavalry 
and thre1iw his left wing into disarray .. 

The Ernpero:e 1 ori receiving information from General Berthier that he had 
located the main body of th? enemy, marched straight as an arrow to th::; 
battl:efield and arrived with the Reserve Division at the crisis of the 
battle. The enemy, recongising the imminence of .J;heir defeat~ began to gE 
-ve way bef-o.re the IInd and -ILI.rd Divisions- wnfu.ch, inspired by the
presence of their J1.mperor began a general advance. The battered Ist
Division was given new heart and began to countera.ttack while the
reserve Division, directed personally by the Emperor, began an advance
led by the Voltigeurs of the Nell'v Guard against the enemj- 1 a left centre 0

At 7 0
1 clock the battle was won. Everywhere the enemy was in disarray, 

his artillery hurriedly limbering up and retiring. If it had not been 
for the untimely fall of night he would have been utterly destroyed. 
'That he escaped was due to General Berthier begining the battle too 
late in the day. 4s it was the French badly singed General Wranglers 
beard and showed that again the moral superiority of the French, insp
ired by in��exible ideals and love for their Emperor over the mercenary 
, money gra½bimg Prussians, the lackeys of the ID:nglish. 

----�---- - - =- -

Lastly just a couple of important notices. 

Most of the senior members will alreadyknow that George Gush is moving 
from Tun Wells to Hawkhurst, but for those of you who don 1 t here is 
George r s new address. 

Als9_ it has been proposed 
further to get to now, an 
This l•Jould probehly })e on 
� used for championships 

__Jle:x.t m-eet1ng. 

that because George 1 s wargames rGom is 
additional evening meeting be arranged-. 
the 4th Tuesday of each month and would 
games and -the 1-ike-. More details at the 


